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First World War Centenary. 6: Nicholas Leahy 





Nicholas Leahy: Merchant Seaman 
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Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
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Nicholas Leahy was born in Kinsale, County Cork, Ireland in 1892, and named after his father's brother. He was 


the son of William Leahy and Catherine Cadogan, who were married [(William) (Catherine)]| in Kinsale on 23 July 
1881. 


William Leahy was born on 29 April 1860 in World's End, Kinsale. He worked as a fisherman, and, while his name 
appears in the 1901 census, it is absent from the 1911 census.[1] In 1901, his conjugal family lived at 23 Friars 
Street, Kinsale, but, by 1911, it had relocated to 14 Cork Street, Kinsale and, by 1917, to 16 Cork Street. William 
may have died in the years between the two censuses. However, his name continues to appear in (Guy's) City & 
County Almanac and Directory for 1910 / 1913 / 1921 / 1925 and 1930, but this may indicate nothing 
more than that his family, and not necessarily he, still lived in Cork Street. His name does not appear in 











the directories before 1910, nor in the 1940 directory. 


Catherine Cadogan was born on 13 July 1860 in World's End, Kinsale, and appears to have died in 
Kinsale at the age of 80 in 1941. She bore eleven children, but only six were living in 1911.[2] 
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Family Tree of Nicholas Leahy of Kinsale (1892-1917) 


click on image to enlarge 


According to the 1911 census, Nicholas was already a 'sailor' by the age of 19. Sadly, the Register of 
Merchant Seamen, 1913-1917, the period crucial in reconstructing the career of Nicholas Leahy, was 
destroyed by the Board of Trade in 1969. We do know that in 1917, he was a deck hand on the SS Saint 


Quentin, which had been commandeered by the Royal Navy and given the prefix HMT (Hired Military 
Transport). 





HMT Saint Quentin 135567 
Photo credit: Clydebuilt Database 


The steamship, Saint Quentin, was launched on 24 January 1914, and built on the Clyde by William Hamilton & 
Co., Port Glasgow. 





~~ 


Salonika Harbour 1916 
Photo credit: Stuart Roberts 


Nicholas Leahy died on the 11th of September 1917 at Salonika, modern Thessaloniki in Greece. Salonika was 
the main port of entry and allied supply base for the Macedonian Front in the First World War. We have no 
information on the manner of Nicholas’ death, but can offer the following likely scenario: 

® The Saint Quentin, as a military transport vessel, was sent to Salonika, with four other ships [3], in 
order to transfer elements of the 10th (Irish) Division from Greece to Alexandria and Palestine [4]. The 
10th Division had been ordered to assemble at the port on 18 August 1917 for embarkation, and it is 
assumed that the ships arrived around that date. 


® After the First Battle of Doiran in May 1917, the Macedonian front was relatively quiet, and the HMT Saint 
Quentin would have remained safe in its anchorage while docked in Salonika Harbour. The ship survived the war 
intact, and was eventually scrapped in 1932. 


8 The Macedonian Front was famously pestilential, and rife with malaria, blackwater 

fever and dysentery. Sailing into Salonika during the August - September period was the worst possible 
time, because the anopheles mosquito population was most active then. Consequently, deaths caused by 
malaria peaked at this time of the year. While waiting in the port of Salonika, Nicholas probably 
contracted a malignant form of malaria, and died as a result. 
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Source: Colonel Dennis Shanks 


Nicholas was buried in grave 1186 at the Lembet Road Cemetery in Thessaloniki. He was 25. 





Rudyard Kipling summed up conditions on the Macedonian Front in his poem, Salonikan Grave - 


It is fever, and not the fight— 
Time, not battle—that slays. 


Nicholas Leahy is mentioned in the following: 


Remembering World War One in Kinsale (World's End Memorial) 
Find a Grave 


Men of Kinsale (WW1) 
Cross of Sacrifice 


Notes 


[1] An error in transcription of the 1911 census renders the surname as Leaky. It is possible that William may have 
died at sea. 

[2] Surviving children" Margaret (born abt. 1883] married William Fitzpatrick, and was living next door to her 
mother in 1911 ; Nicholas (born abt. 1892) ; Kathleen [Catherine] (born abt. 1898) ; Joseph (born abt. 1900) ; Mary 
Cristina (born abt. 1902). The whereabouts of William (born abt. 1889) and Patrick (born abt. 1895) are unknown, 
but one was certainly deceased. 

[3] Woodfin, Edward. Camp and Combat on the Sinai and Palestine Front: The Experience of the British 
Empire Soldier, 1916-18 (2012) p.69, n.14. 

[4] The Royal Irish Regiment, 5th Service Btn (Pioneers) sailed from Salonika to Alexandria between 10- 
16 September 1917. The Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers also departed in September 1917 ; Royal Dublin 
Fusiliers left on 9 September ; 1st Btn. Leinster left on 14 September ; Royal Irish Rifles left the first 
week in September. 
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Sunday, January 18, 2015 


First World War Centenary. 7: John Taylor 








John Taylor Royal Marines 





Private John Taylor PLY/17692 
Royal Marine Light Infantry 1914-1919 


John Taylor was born in Salford, Lancashire, England on 6 April 1898, and christened on 20 Apr 
1898. He was the son of Charles Taylor (1861 - 1935) of Salford and Louise Stevens (1864 - 1928) of 


Belper, Derbyshire.[2] They were married on 1 July 1882.[3] 














John Taylor with his mother, Louisa 


Immediately before the First World War, John lived with his family at 13 Troy Street in Ordsall, and 


worked as a telephone installer for the General Post Office. War was declared on the 4th of August 1914, 
and John enlisted in the Royal Marine Light Infantry (RMLI) at Manchester on 16th November 1914. He 


was sixteen years and six months old, but lied about his age in order to appear older than he actually 
was.[1] Even so, the RMLI records show that he was still considered 294 days underage. 
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Source: Stanford University. Hoover Institution 


From Manchester, John was sent to the Royal Marines Recruit Depot at Deal, Kent, where he underwent 
infantry training, Sea service gunnery, musketry and field training (including rowing, swimming and 
signalling). During his seven months (16 Nov 1914 to 5 May 1915) at Deal he was under the command 
of Herbert Southey Neville White. On 6 May 1915, John was transferred to the Plymouth Division, 
Company E, and billeted at Stonehouse Barracks, under the command of Charles Ernest Edward 
Curtoys. He remained there until 25 October 1915, when he was assigned to the armoured cruiser, HMS 
Devonshire. 





HMS Devonshire (1904) 
Credit: Wikimedia Commons 


At the time of his embarkation, HMS Devonshire belonged to the Third Cruiser Squadron of the Grand 
Fleet, and patrolled the North Sea and Norwegian coast, under the command of Edwin Veale Underhill. 
In July 1916, she was transferred to the Seventh Cruiser Squadron, and assigned to The Nore 
Command. 


After 10 months at sea, John returned to Plymouth on the 9th of September 1916, and remained there 
until the end of the year. On the 1 January 1917, he was redeployed to the super- 

dreadnought battleship, HMS Thunderer. and remained with the ship until 4 February 1919. HMS 
Thunderer was under the command of Thomas Drummond Pratt (Gilbert), and was part of the Second 
Battle Squadron. 





HMS Thunderer (1911) 


On the 5th of February, John returned to Plymouth and remained there until 10 April 1919, when he was 
discharged for "mistatement of age", but then the war was over. 





From Deal. Christmas 1914 
RMLI Recruit John Taylor 





John Taylor (seated) 
with unknown shipmate 





RMLI shipmates on HMS Thunderer 


John Taylor married May Cawdery on 30 July 1921. and lived at 23 West Brownbill Street, Salford. They 
had three children, John, Frank, and May. During the Second World War, John was a Sub-Lieutenant in 


the Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve. 





Written three months after D-Day in 1944 


John Taylor died on 2 Jan 1958. Burial services were held at Stowell Memorial Church, Salford. on 6 
January 1958. His remains were cremated at Peel Green Cemetery, Eccles, and his ashes scattered in 
the Garden of Remembrance. 





World War I Campaign Medals 


Pip. Squeak and Wilfred 
and Helmet Plate 


=") 


1 ettiictta a 
- "Pike 





HMS Thunderer 
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verso of the 1914 Star 








Upper: ? 
Lower: British Royal Navy Petty Officer's Cap Badge 


Notes 


[1] He misrepresented his age when he joined the Royal Marines. Military records shows a birthdate of 6 
September 1897, making him underage at the time of enlistment. He seems to have chosen the 6th of 
September, which was the birth date of his late brother (he was christened three days later) and 
namesake, John[2]. John and his twin, Lily, died within days of each other from scarlet fever. a persistent 
health threat to children in nineteenth century Salford. 


Baptism: 20 Apr 1898 St Clement, Salford, Lancs. 
John Taylor - [Child] of Charles Taylor & Louisa 


Born: 6 Apr 1898 

Abode: 13 Troy Street 

Occupation: Clerk 

Baptised by: W. Hudson 

Source: LDS Film 1786422 https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XW1Q-BN3 


[2] Their other children: 


Martha Elizabeth (1883) 
Louisa (1884) 

Mary Ellen (1886) 
Charles (1887) 
Gertrude (1890) 

Robert (1892) 

Lily (1896) [died 1896] 
John (1896) [died 1896] 


@ Thomas (1902) 


[3] Marriages at St Clement in the District of Ordsall, Salford recorded in the Register 1879 - 1886 
Marriage: 1 Jul 1882 St Clement, Salford, Lancashire, England 

Charles Taylor - 21, Clerk, Bachelor, 39 Hulton Street 

Louisa Stevens - 18, Winder, Spinster, 39 Hulton Street 

Groom's Father: Charles Taylor, Townsman 

Bride's Father: Joseph Stevens, (deceased), Nail-Maker 

Witness: James Mills; Elizabeth Kinder 

Married by Banns by: Charles V. Merriman 

Register: Marriages 1879 - 1886, Page 98, Entry 196 

Source: LDS Film 1786423 


Posted by Woden at 10:25 PM 





Sunday, April 12, 2015 


First World War Centenary. 8: The Hardy Family at War 





The Hardy Brothers 


Oswald Hardy and his wife, Louisa, saw three of their sons go to war. 





Military Cross 


Harold Dowker Hardy, 2431, MC 
(Gunner) 4th Light Armoured Motor Brigade, (2/Lt.) 13th Battalion, Tank Corps 





Lt. Harold Dowker Hardy, MC 


Since there was no conscription in Ireland during the First World War, it is safe to assume that Harold 
enlisted in the army sometime in 1916, after he turned 18. [7] In the previous year, the Royal Navy 
disbanded its Armoured Car Division. Conditions on the Western Front were unsuitable for the 
deployment of its armoured cars, so they were sent to other theatres of war under the command of the 
army. The armoured cars of the Royal Navy were merged with the Motor Machine Gun Service to form 
the Motor Branch of the Machine Gun Corps. The Motor Branch consisted of three units: motorcycles, 
whose sidecars carried a Vickers 303 machine gun; light armoured motor[car] batteries [4] (L.A.M.B.), 
with each battery consisting of four Rolls-Royce armoured cars along with their support vehicles; and light 
car patrols. 





Rolls Royce at war in East Africa 
Turret-mounted Vickers 303 machine gun with 360° sweep 
Source: Bob Kelly 





Insignia of the Light Armoured Motor Battery (L.A.M.B.) 
Source: Rolls-Royce Armoured Car (Osprey) 





Harold's military career started as a gunner in the highly mobile 4th Light Armoured Motor Battery, which 
joined the British East Africa Expeditionary Force, under the command of General Jan Smuts. Harold 
entered the East African theatre of war on 21 May 1916. The Tempest's Annual for 1916 describes him 
as "Gunner, Hardy, Harold D, Motor Machine Gun (Company). From Seatown Place, Dundalk." It is 
likely [3] that he received his training at the Motor Machine Gun Training Centre at Bisley Camp, Surrey, 
which lasted four months. As a gunner, he would certainly have received instruction and practice in firing 
the Vickers 303 machine gun. In addition, to basic training and fitness, he would doubtless have been 
given driving lessons, tactical training, and ASC tuition in car maintenance. 





Vickers 303 Machine Gun 


In late April 1916, the men of the 4th and 5th Light Armoured Motor Brigades sailed from Avonmouth with 
no idea of their destination due to tight security. The ship carried them along the western coast of Africa, 
calling at Cape Town, but it was not until they reached Durban that they were told of their mission 

in German East Africa, From Durban, the brigades sailed north to Mombasa. The entire journey was 
about 9800 nautical miles, which, at an estimated 15 knots, would have resulted in one month at sea. 


After disembarking at Kilindini Harbour [A], the 4th and 5th brigades went their separate ways. The 4th 
LAMB boarded a train of the Uganda Railway, and travelled 160 km. inland to Voi [B], where their 
armoured cars were waiting. The vehicles had been offloaded at Kilindini Harbour and shipped by rail 
earlier. From Voi they travelled toward the border separating German East Africa (Tanzania) 


er 





LAMB vehicle being offloaded at Kilindini Harbour 


from British East Africa (Kenya), stopping at Mbuyuni [C]. [5] The 4th then moved westward, crossing 
the foothills of Mt. Kilimanjaro, to Arusha [D]. Rain hampered further progress as the heavy vehicles 
became frequently bogged down in the mud. From Arusha the brigade move southward in pursuit of the 
Germans. At Dodoma [G ], they helped to seize control of the German-built Central Line Railway running 
from Dar-es-Salaam to Lake Tanganyika, then continued to push south to Iringa [F]. At this juncture, 
news came through that the German force was sighted too far to the south, and it was decided to call off 
the pursuit, and allow allied forces in the South to move northward to engage them. So, the brigade 
returned to Dodoma, and the armoured cars were transported by rail to Kilosa [H]. By the time the brigade 
reached Kilosa, it was judged to be 





General route of the 4th LAMB in East Africa 
click on images to enlarge 


medically unfit to stay in the country. The debilitating, and potentially deadly, trio of malaria, blackwater 
fever and yellow fever, along with dysentry, had taken its toll, and the 4th Brigade was at less than half 
strength. On 28 April 1917, The Dundalk Democrat, reported that Harold had developed a 'bad dose' of 
malaria, but that his condition was improving. From Kilosa, the remnants of 4th LAMB travelled to Dar-es- 
Salaam. 


The 4th Light Armoured Motor Brigade was disbanded in the summer of 1917. Elements of the brigade, 
including Harold, were shipped north via Aden to Egypt. The armoured cars were garaged in Cairo. After 
leaving Egypt, Harold went to England to train as an officer in the Tank Corps. This would have been an 
unsurprising move. [6] Harold was already a gunner in the Motor Branch of the Machine Gun Corps 
(MGC), and tanks had formed the 'Heavy Branch' of the MGC, The Heavy Branch became the 'Tank 
Corps' on 28 July 1917. Harold's training would have been with the 24th Officer Cadet Battalion (Tank 
Corps) stationed at Hazeley Down, Twyford. 





standing (1-r) William Mansell Beckett : Arthur Twidle : Bertram Francis Borland Belcham 
Henry Linford Abbott : John James Napier Woodcock : Arthur Charles Barry : Frederick Arthur Brown 


seated (l-r) Frank Harlow Newman (?) : Leonard David Huddleston : Reginald Hendon Waghorn 
Harold Dowker Hardy : Harry Greenfield [11] 


The photograph above was taken during the final quarter of 1917, most likely at Hazeley Down Camp, 
Twyford, in Hampshire. Each soldier in the group wears a peaked cap, with a white cap-band, signifying 
that they were cadets training to become officers. Fortunately, their names are recorded on the 
photograph, allowing a determination that they had joined the 24th Officer Cadet Battalion (Tank Corps). 
By the end of 1917, officers were in short supply due to heavy losses on the battlefield, and men from the 
ranks were encouraged to apply for officer training. At the end of four and half months of training, they 
were given ‘temporary’ commissions. The group stands in front of a corrugated building, the likes of which 
still survive at Hazeley Down. 


At the end of his training, Harold was assigned to the 13th (formerly M) Tank Battalion, which was 
transferred from England to the Western Front on 31 January 1918. In February 1918, the 13th Bn. was 
stationed at Bray-sur-Somme, but was unequipped.[12] It formed part of the 5th Tank Brigade. However, 
due to heavy tank losses in the Spring Offensive, the 5th Brigade was temporarily disbanded, and the 
men of the 13th Battalion, now absorbed into the 4th Brigade, were formed into Lewis gun units 

(or detachments) on 13 April 1918 [12: 175-76, 200]. On 16 April, these detachments were deployed 

to Boeschepe, and by 25th April, 13th Battalion became embroiled in the Second Battle of Kemmel Hill 
(part of the Battle of the Lys). This German attack was the opening of Operation Georgette, the second 
phase of Ludendorf's offensive. During this operation, the 13th Battalion suffered heavy 

casualties. [14] Harold was lucky to be among the survivors. 





The situation began to improved during June and July as the new Mark V tanks began to arrive in 
number, enabling the tank brigades to rearm. Their arrival is described in the following: 

",.. there arrived on the railway beside the main Amiens-Doullensroad, a few miles from corps 
headquarters, a succession of trains loaded with the 13th Tank Battalion monsters of the latest type, 
which crawled from the trucks to relieve another battalion, the 1st, furnished with the older type of tanks of 
which the 4th Australian Division had such disastrous experience at Bullecourt. With this arrival the 5th 
Brigade of tanks, lying in support of the Fourth Army’s front, became a completely modern force. [13] 





British Mark V Tank (29 tons) 
Inside: deafeningly noisy and rank with exhaust fumes 


The reconstituted 5th Tank Brigade, which included Harold's 13th Battalion, was placed under the 
command of Brigadier General Anthony Courage, and its headquarters was established at Vaux en 
Amiénois. The 5th Brigade was assigned to support the Australian Corps.[8] On 4 July 1918, the 5th 
Brigade took the Mark V into action for the first time at the Battle of Le Hamel. 


BATTLE Cer HEEL 
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Battle plan showing locations of 13th Tank Battalion 





13th Tank Battalion colours 


The battle was a textbook example of cooperation between infantry, artillery, airplanes and tanks, with all 
objectives completed in an astonishing 93 minutes, and all doubts regarding the efficacy of tanks in battle 
were laid to rest. 





Harold (centre) 1918. Somewhere in Picardie 
The tank in the background carries the training number 778 





Harold 


By July 1918, Luddendorf's Offensive had run out of steam, and the Allies responded with a massive 
counter-attack, known as the Hundred Days Offensive. It opened on the 8th of August, with the Battle of 
Amiens [22], an attack made by more than 10 Allied divisions and more than 500 tanks. The onslaught 
took the Germans completely by surprise, and their losses were high, causing Ludendorf to refer to it as 
the "Black Day for the German Army". Harold's Mark V tank was among the 500 that went into battle. 
The advance continued the next day. and the 5th and 4th Tank Brigades attacked the front Framerville- 
Rosieres-Bouchoir with 89 tanks. It was at Vauvillers (Somme), on this front, that Harold and his crew 
were gassed. The Dundalk Democrat (24 August 1918) reported the following: 

Another Tank man, Lieut. Hardy, son of Mr Oswald Hardy, C P S, has been wounded in the recent 
fighting in which he had some remarkable experiences. We are glad to hear that he is getting on 
satisfactorily and expects soon to be at it again. 


The Gazette [pt 1; pt.2] states: 

T./2nd. Lt. Harold Dowker Hardy, I3th Bn., Tank Corps. 

On 9th August, 1918, when east of Vauvillers, his Tank was held up by an explosion of a dump of enemy 
gas shells, causing himself and his crew to be gassed. On recovering, he rallied his men, three of whom 
had meantime been wounded, got his Tank started again, and carried on with the fight. He went well 
ahead of his objective in order to crush several enemy machine-gun positions which were causing great 
trouble to the infantry, thus allowing the latter to consolidate their position in safety. It was owing to his grit 
and determination the objectives were gained and undoubtedly the lives of many infantry saved. 


For his gallantry, he was awarded the Military Cross. The Dundalk Democrat (1 March 1919) records: 
Second Lieutenant Harold Hardy of the Tank Corps (son of Mr. Oswald Hardy, C P S, Dundalk) has been 
awarded the Military Cross for bravery, this set out in the official publication: - “On August 9, 1918, his 
tank was held up by an explosion of a dump of enemy gas shells causing himself and his crew to be 
gassed. On recovering he rallied his men, three of whom had meantime been wounded, got his tank 
started again and carried on with the fight. He went ahead of the objective in order to crush several 
enemy machine gun positions which were causing great trouble to the infantry, thus allowing the latter to 
consolidate their position in safety. It was owing to his grit and determination the objectives were gained 
and undoubtedly the lives of many infantry saved.” This is a fine achievement and Lieut. Hardy’s many 
friends in Dundalk will be proud that it has been signally recognised. 


It is difficult to know how long Harold was out of action after being gassed, but the 13th Tank Battalion 
went on to fight at the Second Battle of Baupaume (21 August — 1 September 1918) ; the Battle of 
Epehy (18 September 1918) and the Battle of St. Quentin Canal (29 September — 10 October 1918). On 
11 November the war ended, and the 13th Battalion (5th Tank Brigade) under command of Brig. Gen. 
H.K. Wood was assigned to the army of occupation in Germany during 1919. 

From 21 August 1918 to Armistice Day, some 2,400 men and officers of the Tank Corps were lost. 


Temp. Lt. H. D. Hardy, M.C., relinquished his commission on completion of service, 4 June 1920, 
retaining the rank of Lieutenant. 
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Christmas 1917: a parcel from home (Harold third from left) 


Lt. Wilfrid Hardy Royal Flying Corps (RFC) 192993 


According to his military records, Wilfrid was born on 15th October 1898, though his birth was not 
recorded until Jan-Mar 1900. As a youth, he attended the Dundalk Educational Institute, which closed for 
the duration of the First World War. 


On the 10th of February 1917, Wilfrid Hardy walked through the Georgian door of 24 Great Brunswick 
Street, Dublin, and into another world. It was the main British Army Recruiting Office in Ireland. Wilfrid 
completed and signed Army Form B. 2505, stating that he was an eighteen years old clerk from 
Dundalk. He then raised his right hand, swore the oath of attestation before Captain R.B. Irwin, and 
crossed the threshold from civilian to soldier. 


Great Brunawich Street, Dube. 





click on image to enlarge 
24 Great Brunswick Street (Pearse Street today) 


Two weeks later, 


Wilfred began his military careet as a RFC cadet 
Wilfrid went from Cadet to Probationary Temporary 2nd Lieutenant on 23 May 1917. 
On 29 September 1917, he was to become a Flying Officer, and his confirmation to that rank came 
through during March 1918. 
A casualty card shows that in August 1918 Wilfrid's squadron [23] was No. 30 Training Depot Station 
(TDS) : 18th 1 (Training) Group South Eastern Northolt (15 Jul 1918 - May 1919) 








Lieut. | [Air Service] | Hardy | Wilfrid |[age] 23 | [address] Seatown Place, Dundalk | Sept 27th 1922 | 
Baldonnel | S[ingle] | I[rish] C[hurch] | Father (next of kin) | Oswald Hardy, Seatown Place, Dundalk. 


Source: Military Archives Ireland 


The above entry is taken from the Irish National Army Census of 1922. It shows that Wilfrid was a serving officer in 
Ireland's National Army Irish Air Service, independent Ireland's first air force. Baldonnel Aerodrome was 
its headquarters, which is located south west of Dublin. 


Lt. Sidney Arnold Hardy Royal Field Artillery (RFA) 
Sidney was promoted from Officer Cadet to 2nd Lieutenant on 17 November 1917. 
Inns of Court 


Emigration 


Harold and Sidney emigrated to Australia, and Wilfrid moved to British Guiana. 


Harold Hardy 


It is probable that the 'H. D. Hardy', who sailed from London on the SS. Osterley, and who arrived in 
Fremantle on 23 February 1926, is Harold Dowker Hardy. [1] Harold, in particular, was motivated to 
move to Australia, because his lungs had been damaged by the poisonous gas he encountered during 
the war, and he thought he would benefit from Australia's more benign climate. He appears to have been 
the first of the brothers to emigrate. Harold settled in Western Australia, living in and around Perth. He 
married Nina Beresford Serjeant in 1927. 


The engagement is announceg of 
Nina Beresford, only daughter of Mr 
and Mrs. Hugh Serjeant, of the 
W.A.G.R., to Lieut. Harold Dowker 
Hardy, M.C., third son of Mr. and 
Mrs. O. Hardy, of Dundalk, Ireland. 


Source: Zhe Bunbury Herald and Blackwood Express Friday 17 December 1926 
See also: Geraldton Guardian Thursday 30 December 1926 [9] 








‘ s 
A Quiet Wedding 
A very quiet wedding which wag of 

interest to many Bunbury residents was 
that of Harold Dowker, third son of 
Mr. and Mrs. O. Hardy of Dundalk, 
Irish Free State, and Nina Beresford, 
only daughter of Mr. and Mrs. H. Ser- 
jeant of Perth: The ceremony took 
place at Sst. ] olomew’s Church, 
Perth; the-Rev. T. Haining officiating. 











Source: Mirror (Perth) Saturday 23 April 1927 





Harold and Nina (1896-1968) had two children, Hugh Dowker and Nina Deirdre Hardy. Hugh was born 5 
July 1928, and died of polio at the age of 20 on 9 November 1948. Deirdre was born on 6 November 
1930 and died in 1985. She married Stanley Robert Tremlett. Their descendants still live 
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Source: South Western Advertiser (Perth) Thursday 18 November 1948 


in Western Australia. Nina Hardy worked on the staff of the Bunbury Herald newspaper before she and 
her husband started farming in 1927. They purchased a cattle ranch and named it Inniskeen, [10] where 
they bred livestock, particularly Illawarra shorthorns. 





The cattle brand of the Hardy ranch at Inniskeen, Cookernup 
Source: Brands Directory (Western Australia) 1929 


Harold Dowker Hardy died on 1 July 1985. His remains were cremated and buried at Karrakatta 
Cemetery, Perth. He was 86. 


Sidney Hardy 


Sidney left on the SS Orsova, departing from London, sailing via the Suez Canal, and arriving at the port 
of Fremantle on 30 April 1929. [1] 


Sidney appears on the Australian Electoral Rolls, indicating that he was still alive in 1972. 





at Wavertree 


ors “Private Hospital, ‘Bun Bunbury. to Nora, wife of 


Source: The West Australian 22 September 1938 






His son's name was Oswald (Gerard?) Hardy. 


Of Interest 


@ A tank of the 13th Tank Battalion 
® Battle of Le Hamel 


€ Instructions for the Training of the Tank Corps in France (1917) 


Notes 
[1] National Archives of Australia 


[3] The reconstruction of Harold's movements is largely based on the following 

sources: Gillww1 ; Interview with Sir Miles Thomas 

[4] Known variously as Light Armoured Motor Batteries (L.A.M.B.) ; Armoured Motor Batteries (A.M.B) ; 
Light Armoured Batteries (L.A.B.) ; Light Armoured Car Batteries (L.A.C.B.). 

[5] Sometimes rendered Mbuni, located 17 miles east of Taveta in Kenya, near Salaita. 

[6] From the earliest days, men of the Heavy Branch Machine Gun Corps were often drawn from the 
Motor Machine Gun units. In many cases the men never actually officially transferred. 

[7] Harold's medal card shows that he did not receive the 1914-15 Star 

[8] Fuller: one company of the 13th Battalion to the 2nd and 5th Australian Divisions ; the 13th Battalion 
less one company to the 3rd Australian Division. General Sir John Monash, commanded the Australian 
Corps : (presentation model). 

[9] Hugh Serjeant worked for Western Australian Government Railways and retired in 1927. 

[10] Named after Inniskeen village near Dundalk 

[11] Beckett, Waghorn and Woodcock are mentioned in the the Gazette. Newman: Inns of Court Officer 
Training Corps. Huddleston (Military Cross): Gazette ; ends commission: Gazeite. 

[12] Tanks in the Great War by Fuller has been used as the source for the 13th Tank Battalion during 
1918. See: The Loop 

[13] Vol. 6 of the Official History of Australia in the War 1914-1918, page 245. 

[14] Two thirds of all the 13th Tank Bn. casualties for 1918 occurred during this operation. 

(source: CWGC) 

[22] The Battle of Amiens Order of Battle shows the 13th Tank Battalion fighting with the Australian 
Corps. Before the battle (30 June), the 13th Tank Bn. was located near Saint-Gratien, with its HQ at 
Vaux-sur-Somme. 

[23] On 1 April 1918, the RFC and the RNAS were amalgamated to form a new service, the Royal Air 


Force (RAF). 
Posted by Woden at 9:59 PM 
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James Andrew Walsh (Irish Hurler) 


James Andrew Walsh (17 November 1908" - 17 May 1985) was a formidable hurler. He was born 
in Waterford City, Ireland, the son of James Walsh of New Ross, Co. Wexford, and Ellen Stafford of 
Carrick-on-Bannow, Co. Wexford. He attended Mount Sion in Waterford City, the first school 
founded and run by the Congregation of Christian Brothers. The Irish Christian Brothers were 
staunch champions of Irish nationalism, the Irish Language Revival and Irish sports." Mount Sion 
established a strong and enduring tradition of hurling, which filled the young and impressionable 
Jimmy with a lifelong enthusiasm. 





Jimmy Walsh at about 5 years old clutching his hurley 
click on images to enlarge 


When he left Mount Sion, James took with him not only the skills, but a determination to excel, which 
eventually led to his participation in the All-lreland Senior Hurling Championship of 1934. 





Mt. Sion School, Waterford 
Class of 1922 
James Walsh (front row far left) 


However, it would be wrong to think that Mount Sion was all sport and games. The ancient Greeks 
believed in a concept called aréte, which means ‘to be the best you can be’. This demanded the 
equal development of body, mind and spirit. The founder of Mount Sion, Edmund Ignatius Rice, took 
this concept to heart, and undertook to develop ‘the whole student’.2! James Walsh was the living 
embodiment of this ethos. When he sat the exams for the Leaving Certificate, he achieved the 
highest score for mathematics in the nation. 


In the archives of the Leinster GAA (Gaelic Athletic Association), James is referred to as Jim Walsh 
(Civil Service).! This was done to avoid confusing him with other hurlers of the same name, but it 
also signifies that Jim Walsh was among the first generation of civil servants to serve the fledgling 
and sovereign modern state of Ireland. Already fluent in the Irish language, he passed the 
challenging Civil Service Entrance Examination for Executive Officers, achieving 11th place out of 
the 700 candidates who took the test in 1926. His recruitment into the Civil Service meant moving 
from Waterford to Dublin. He first worked in the Department of Education, was seconded briefly to 
the Department of Finance, and eventually settled in the Department of Defence (Ireland). 
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While James was at the Department of Education, he met Nora Fitzpatrick of Kinsale, Co. Cork. She 
too had travelled to Dublin to embark on a Civil Service career. They married on Primrose Day, and 
had four children: Margaret, Patricia, John Finbarr (Barry)! and Elizabeth. 





Nora and Jimmy 


Hurling Highlights 


James Walsh played half back (see Gaelic football, hurling and camogie positions) for Dublin 

GAA and Leinster GAA. James was on the winning team of the Leinster National Hurling League in 
1928/29. He was on the team that won the 1932 Railway Cup Hurling Championship and the 1933 
Railway Cup Hurling Championship.®! He also played in the Leinster Senior Hurling Championship of 
1932 and 1933." His team won the Leinster Senior Hurling Championship in 1934, and went on to 
play Limerick in the All-Ireland Senior Hurling Championship 1934 at Croke Park, Dublin. The 

final took place on 2 September, 1934 at Croke Park, Dublin. It was the golden jubilee year of 

the Gaelic Athletic Association and the 47th All-Ireland final. It was contested 

by Limerick and Dublin. The match ended in a 2-7 to 3-4 draw. The replay took place at the same 
venue four weeks later on 30 September, 1934. On that occasion the Leinster champions lost to 


their Munster opponents on a score line of 3-4 to 2-6. 


cumann unit-cleas saeveat 
bliadan iubaile 1884-1934 


All Ireland Hurling rhea, 


Sunday, Septem ber 2nd 


C ROKE Seger 
LIMERICK _ vy. 


at 3.15 p.m. 
All Ireland Minor Hurling ine war 
TIPPERARY v. LAOIGHIS 
ADMISSION 1/- and 2/-. 
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All Ireland Senior Hurling Final 
1934 advertisement 


Pathe News All-Ireland Senior Hurling Final 
Croke Park, Dublin, 1934 





Offical Programme of the Replay 
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Stamp commemorating the 
50th anniversary of the founding of the GAA 





GAA Golden Jubilee Brochure 


Although Leinster lost after a hard-fought replay," it was a proud moment to have played in the 
game that marked the Golden Anniversary of the founding of the Gaelic Athletic Association. James 
won numerous hurling medals, and appeared on a National Sporting Heroes cigarette card 


published about 1934-5 by W.D. & H.O. Wills. He received a mention in Raymond Smith's book, The 
Hurling Immortals. 


Sadly, Irish national newspapers were on strike during the 1934 championship, so press reports are 
scarce. 


WILLS CIGARETTES 





JAMES WALSH 


Photographic proof for Sporting Heroes cigarette card 


What the papers said - 


Walsh the Pick of the Dublin Bunch 

Jimmy Walsh, the Civil Service representative, was the pick of the Dublin team. He struck back a 
great number of balls throughout the whole hour. He was always in the picture and completely 
eclipsed Martin Power. He certainly gave a very nice display. ® 


Jimmie Walsh (Civil Service) -- Right half back. Native of Waterford. Played for his native County 
and for the Dublin Juniors, and for Dublin seniors in last year's National League Final for the first 
time as a back. Doubtful if there is a better half-back playing. Excellent in both matches against 
Kilkenny. "©! 


Walsh as Good as Previously 
Last week | expressed the view that Jimmy Walsh at right half-back was the pick of the bunch. The 
same can be said without any doubt on this occasion. The Civil Service man was everywhere at the 


right time; got rid of the ball in the proper manner, followed up to anticipate a possible return. And 
when the returns came he got them safe and sound. If anything he was too strong during the first 
half, but who then could expect a defence man to cut his stroke? He is a topping hurler without 


question." 


Half-backs Good 
Jimmy Walsh and Caniffe were the best of the challengers.!"!! 


Thrilling Hurling Battle Ends in Draw 

The encounter between Dublin and Limerick was truly an epic. On the whole, it must be said that 
Limerick had the best of the play, and the fact that Dublin compelled a draw was due to the close 
tackling of its players, to the cool, cleverness of Walsh, and the magnificent savings of Forde, the 
goalie...Dublin positions were rearranged. Jimmy Walsh moved into midfield, and this move largely 
determined the result of the match.!"2! 


Great Opposition 

(An interview with Mick Mackey, arguably Ireland's greatest hurler) 

When | again turned Mick's thoughts to the 1934 All-Ireland, he commented that Dublin had a 
wonderful half-back line...Jimmy Walsh, a Waterford man, was also great for Dublin; he did some 
terrible (i.e.formidable or tremendous) hurling for his side on the day of the replay.!*) 





Irish Sportsmen Series 
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Cork Examiner 13 June 1932. Red arrow shows James Walsh 


fe 





Kildare (all white) and Dublin teams (circa 1930s) 





Programme1934 Leinster Championship 


KILKENNY - fim Dhermmedy, Paddy Larkin, Peter CMReilly, fim Grace, Eddie fhame, 
Podge Peete, lack Caroll, Lory Meagher, Tameny Leahy, lieamy Walsh (Cape), 
Manio Power, Paddy Phelan, Dam Cuene, John Fitpanick, Matty Mower 

DUALIN - Charlie Mcktlubon (Cape) Joe Baanon, Paddy Kealy, Syiveser 
Muldowney, Dibie Maher, fohn O Dewyrer. Tom Of Mera, Henry Quirke Med Wade, 
fim Walsh (Chil Service) Teen Burke, Teen Quinlan, Sew Hegarty, Joe Leeson, 
biick Daniels Sab: - fi. Tempane for Seer Hegarty, |. Gonnothe 

Referee: Serum Rivtebsrps [CMT aby), 


1933 
KILKENNY - Jim Dermody, Paddy Larkin, Peter O'Reilly, Jack Carroll, Paddy 
Phelan, Podge Byrne, Eddie Doyle (Capt), Lory Meagher, Eddie Byrne, Jimmy 
Walsh, Martin Power, Tommy Leahy, John Fitzpatrick, Johnny Dunne, Matty Power. 
Sub - John Farrell. 
DUBLIN - Christy Forde, Paddy Kealy, Henry Quirke, J. Culleton, Joe Bannon, 
Charlie McMahon, P. Roche, Ned Wade, Tom Quinlan, Tim Delaney, Steve Hegarty, 
Sylvestor Muldowney, Jim Walsh (Civil Service), Jerry Browne, J. O'Connell. 
Referee: Sean Robbins (Offaly). 


1934 
DUBLIN - Christy Forde, Arthur Murphy, Joe Bannon, Charlie McMahon, Jim 
Walsh (Civil Service), Dan Canniffe, P. Roche, Ned Wade, Mick Daniels, Steve 
Hegarty (Capt), Tommy Treacy, Sylvester Muldowney, Colm Boland, Din O'Neill, J. 
O'Connell. Dublin played the same team in both draw and replay. 
KILKENNY - Jim Dermody, Paddy Larkin, Peter O'Reilly, Paddy Kealy, Paddy 
Phelan, Podge Byrne, Tommy Leahy, Lory Meagher (Capt), Jimmy Walsh, Jack 
Duggan, Locky Byrne, Martin Power, John Fitzpatrick, Johnny Dunne, Matty Power. 
Eddie Byrne and Martin White played in drawn game. Jack Duggan and Jimmy 
Walsh were on for replay. Subs in drawn game Jack Duggan for Eddie Byrne, 
William Walsh for John Fitzpatrick. 
Referee: Sean Robbins Draw and replay. 





Leinster GAA Archives 
Leinster Senior Hurling Finalists 


Leinster Championship 1934 (26 August 1934 at O'Moore Park) 

In a replay characterised by close hurling, Dublin showed “a collective excellence". The game began 
with Kilkenny scooping the sliotar from the throw-in, and drove towards their forwards. J.A. 

Walsh intercepted, and set the ball flying wide from 80 yards out to Daniels, who drove to 
Muldowney, who passed to Hegarty. Hegarty flashed in a goal. Barely a minute later, Treacy 
pointed from 70 feet, and Hegarty scored another point. Excellent hurling ensued, the outstanding 
feature being the terrier tackling of Daniels and Wade. A free to Kilkenny gave Lowry Meagher his 
chance, but Forde saved miraculously. The danger to Dublin ensued, but it was averted by Bannon, 
Murphy, Walsh and McMahon. Larkin was the outstanding Kilkenny man. Tom Treacy pointed from 
a free for Dublin, this time scoring a major. Just before the interval O’Connell scored a point, leaving 
the score at Dublin 3-3 : Kilkenny Nil. Within five minutes of resuming play, Duggan scored a goal 
and Power a point. Dublin fought back and Wade and Muldowney each scored points. "Then a rare 
achievement was witnessed, when Lory Meagher scored a goal from a 70 yards puck". The scoring 
finished with a point by Meagher. Dublin showed superior speed, pertinacious tackling and a will-to- 


win spirit. [14] 





photo probably taken before 1930 
Waterford Senior Hurling Team 
back row (second from left) Mick Wyse, to his right Fad Browne, far right, Jim Ware 
middle row, second from right, James Walsh 
Front row, center, Sonny Wyse, to his right, John Fanning 





Jim Walsh (closeup) 


Note: 

James Walsh(e) appears in the 1911 Irish census, living at No. 5 Mount Sion Avenue, Waterford 
City. His mother, Ellen, is shown as head of the household, because his father, James, was working 
in South Wales (Glamorganshire) at the time. 





5 Mount Sion Ave 
Source: Google Maps 


* 
The birth of James was registered on the 22 January 1909, giving his birthday as 20 November 1908. 


This is not in agreement with church records, which state that he was born on the 17th of November, and 
baptized on the 22nd November 1908. 





Official Registration entry (click on image to enlarge) 


PARISH OF MOST HOLY TRINITY (WITHOUT). 





DIOCESE OF WATERFORD AND LISMORE, 








is appears from fhe Register of Baptisms of above Parish thal 
’ tant Malate. hte. erp | Pei te pfctl Alber cited 


LL item. Maffatlos born an Oe ioe day of Meret dee ¥ 
Ss baptized according to the rite of the Catholic CAhurch on the ee 
day of . Worden, LEE by the Rev, Mb iblteaer.. ji, hal tr Ok DP ag 
ihe shes being ...2.+.+ LAMA bdabehe, Lovin ccsines ard 
‘5h Hay, Cdr, 


Given this . ABE of. whfaad rae 193, 


Signed Bons TF Lanntol a ee 





Holy Trinity Without, Ballybricken, Waterford 
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The Dowker - Hardy Family of Dundalk and Beyond 


The family of Oswald Hardy and Louisa McGovern 


Oswald Hardy was born in County Louth on 22 December 1861, and christened on 5 January 1862 in 
the parish of Charlestown. He lived until 1956, dying at the age of 94. Oswald married Louisa 
McGovern of Newry, when he was 32 years old, and the wedding took place during 1894 in Clonmel, Co. 
Tipperary. [18] Their family lived in Dundalk, on Barrack St., and during the First World War on Seatown 
Place. [2] By 1911, Oswald and Louisa had eight children. 


Th 


1.4 





i 
click on images to enlarge 
The Hardy Family (1906) 
Oswald and Louisa (standing) 


Harold and Sidney 
Wilfred, Ida, Olive, Alice Ethel (standing), Frederick 


® Ida May born: 9 March 1895 [named after Oswald's sister] 

® Frederick Oswald born: Oct - Dec 1896 - died of TB in Dundalk: Oct - Dec 1916 
6 Sidney Arnold born: Oct - Dec 1897 

@ Harold Dowker born: July - Sep 1898 

® Wilfrid born: Jan - Mar 1900 

® Olive Louise born: Oct - Dec 1901 

© Alice Ethel born: July - Sep 1905. Awarded an MBE on 8 June 1968 

3 Doris Enid born: Jan - Mar 1909 


Sidney, Harold and Wilfrid all served in the First World War. 





Ida May Hardy is seated to the right of the flag 
Ida married Donogh O'Brien (seated below the flag) 
The photo. taken in 1915, shows a 'Pierrot Show' performed to raise funds for the war wounded. 


Oswald Hardy was a Clerk of Petty Sessions (CPS), a civil service position he assumed sometime in 

his thirties. [16] The duties of the clerk are outlined in the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act of 1851. In 1903, 
Oswald was also appointed Commissioner of Oaths (Affidavits) for the Dundalk district. [17] In addition 
to his court work, he appears to have been involved with the Irish Fisheries and with beekeeping. Oswald 
was either an inspector of fisheries, or was on the Dundalk Board of Conservators at the Fishery Office in 
Dundalk, from around 1916 to 1943. The Dundalk district of Irish Fisheries covered an area from 
Donaghadee to Clogherhead. In this context, it is interesting to note that Oswald appears to have had an 
earlier (1904) commercial interest in oysters and oyster beds. He was also the district secretary of the 
lrish Bee Keeping Association, kept hives, and sold honey. 


N NA Mary Jane [4!] 7 October Probate of the Will of Mary Jane McKenna formerly of Hag 
ear stown and late of Seatown Place Dundalk County Louth Spinster who died 10 Februar 
1916 ee etanted a Or kan to Oswald Hardy Clerk Petty Sessions Effects £1,080 6s. 9d. Re 
sworn £1,2 . Od. 





Source: Wills (1916) National Archive of Ireland 


The probate record of Mary Jane McKenna contained a valuable lead in recovering the family history of 
Oswald Hardy. We know from Wilfrid Hardy's military service record that Oswald lived on Seatown 
Place in 1922, and it appears that Mary Jane lived under his roof in her old age. [15] Mary Jane 
McKenna was Oswald's maternal aunt. 


The family of Henry Hardy and Sarah A. McKenna 


Mary Jane McKenna (ca. 1833-1916) was the sister-in-law of Henry Hardy. Henry was Oswald's 
father. Henry Hardy, born about 1833 in Driffield, (East Riding) Yorkshire, England, was the son of John 
Dowker and Elizabeth Hardy. 


Henry married Sarah A. McKenna, daughter of Bernard McKenna in Charlestown, Co. Louth, on 3 
November 1860. Sometime between their marriage in 1860 and the completion of the British census in 
1871, Henry and Sarah moved to England with their family, and were living in Croxton, 
Cambridgeshire. Eventually, they returned to Haggardstown, Co. Louth. Henry was also known 


as Harry. 





Sarah McKenna Hardy 


In addition to Oswald, their oldest child, Henry and Sarah had the following children: 


® Rachel born about 1869 [named after Sarah's "grandmother (?)" [15]] (?died unmarried in 1919) 
@ Elizabeth born 24 February 1866 in Ardee [19] 

® Sarah born 6 December 1868 ; christened in Ardee [20] 

& John Maxwell born 1871 in Croxton, Cambs. England. Christened 14 May 18771. [21] 

® Sophia born 9 April 1873 in Ardee : 1901 census (as Sophie) 

6 William born 11 February 1875 in Ardee : 1901 census : 1911 census 

® Harry Alexander born 5 August 1877 in Lisrenny ; 1911 military 

® Alice born 21 October 1879 in Lisrenny ; 1901 census 

& Ida born 1883 : died 20th March 1889, aged 6 years [15] 

® Robert Townley born 1884 : died 9th March, 1889, aged 4 1/2 years [15] 


Henry was a well-known huntsman [see also 1853], who apparently followed in his father's footsteps. 

In 1859 / 1860, we find him at the Curraghmore Hunt as a whip in the employ of Henry Briscoe. He left 
there to work for Capt. William de Salis Filgate of Lisrenny House as first whip and kennel huntsman 

(see 1865). Between 1871-1873, Henry was huntsman at Croxton Park (Cambridgeshire), having left the 
Louth Hunt, and it was during this time that his son, John Maxwell, was born. Henry, subsequently, 
returned to Ireland to resume working for Filgate, and became part of the 'Louth 

establishment’. In 1877, 1880, 1883, 1885 we find Henry still as whip and kennel huntsman (K.H.) at the 
Louth Hunt (see Louth Hounds). 





Sarah died in 1924 at the age of 83. Henry died in 1911 at the age of 76. 





Elizabeth Hardy Dowker 


The Family of John Dowker and Elizabeth Hardy and their Migration to Canada 


Henry's parents, John Dowker and Elizabeth Hardy were married on 12 September 1825 in Terrington, 
Yorkshire. John Dowker was born on February 3, 1804. Elizabeth Hardy was born on Christmas Day 
1804. Her father was Phineas Hardy of Terrington. [3] John Dowker died on 27 June 1882 at Galt, 
Ontario. He was 78. Elizabeth died soon after on 12 September 1882. She was 77. 








All Saints Church, Terrington 
Photo credit: Colin Hinson 


In addition to Henry, John and Elizabeth had the following children: 


° Mary Dowker born 19 July 1826 


e Elizabeth Dowker born 27 February 1828 


& Ann Dowker born 29 November 1829 

® John Phineas Dowker born 23 August 1831 
® Phineas Hardy Dowker born 16 March 1834 
8 Sarah Jane Dowker born 11 April 1836 

3 Alice Dowker born 25 May 1838 


The abovementioned children were born in Terrington, North Riding, Yorkshire. The family was still living 
in the village (aerial view) in 1841. However, the family does not appear in the 1851 census (England), 
but some of the family appear in the 1851 census (Canada), living in Hamilton City, Ontario. 





It seems likely that the Thomas Dowker mentioned in the Canadian census was Henry Thomas Dowker, 
who was apparently named after his paternal uncle. This older Henry Thomas Dowker was born 

at Oswaldkirk in 1806, the son of George Woodcock Dowker and Mary Woodlam Chambers [1], who were 
married in July 1801. He would have been the younger brother of John Dowker, who was also of 
Oswaldkirk (see ‘Elizabeth Dowker' below). The family connection with Oswaldkirk obviously inspired 
Henry to name his son Oswald. 





According to tradition, some unknown family discord caused Henry to abandon the Dowker name and 
assume his mother's surname. So far, no legal record for this has been found. Henry Dowker, 
henceforth, became Henry Hardy. Apparently, this disaffection caused Henry to leave his family, and 
migrate from Canada to Ireland. 


Henry's siblings: 

e Mary Dowker (1826-1896) married Richard Sidney Sparks Strong in the early 1850s, and they 
had seven children. Richard was the Managing Director of the Gore Fire Insurance Company, which is 
still in business. The family lived at 57 Grand Avenue North, Galt, a suburb of Cambridge, Waterloo 
County, Ontario. Mary was a contributor to the New Galt Cookbook (1898). She died on 11 Oct 1896, 
and is buried at the Trinity Anglican Cemetery, Galt. Richard was born in Swanage, Dorset and died in 
1913. 








57 Grand Avenue North built circa 1851 


© Elizabeth Dowker (1828-1898) married George Lissant Beardmore (1818-1893) in 1848. They 
had eight children, listed below. George owned Beardmore & Co, the largest tannery in the British 
Empire. Around 1871, George Beardmore took his son, Walter (1849-1915), into business as a partner. 
(see Acton) (Beardmore Warehouse) 
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Postcard circa 1910 
Source: Toronto Public Library 


George built ‘Chudleigh’. the family mansion, which was located at 136 Beverley Street, Toronto. 





Photo taken circa 1852 
Source: Toronto Public Library 





click on images to enlarge 


Obituary: Acton Free Press (Acton, Ontario) 29 September 1898. 
BEARDMORE - On Friday 23rd September, at Chudleigh, Toronto, Elizabeth, widow of the late G.L. 


Beardmore, Esq., and daughter of John Dowker, Esq. of Oswald Kirk Hall, Yorkshire, England, in her 
71st year. 





Acton Free Press 
29 Feb 1898 


Elizabeth and George are buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto. They and their children were part 
of Toronto's social elite (Social Blue Book 1913 : 1921). Many of the young Beardmore men were 
schooled privately, both in England and at Upper Canada College. 


The children of Elizabeth Dowker (1828-1898) and George Lissant Beardmore: 


1 George Wathen Beardmore (1851-1934) 


(burial) (cemetery) (headstone) George was also the Master of Fox Hounds at the Toronto Hunt Club, 
which he helped found. (fox hunting accident) (railway business interests). He was President of the 
Canadian National Horse Show for 18 years and Canadian Director of the International Horse Show in 
London for 25 years. He did not marry, but took over Chudleigh on the death of his father. 





George W. Beardmore (red coat) with HRH Prince of Wales 
Royal Visit to Canada 1924 
source: Parkwood Estates 





George W. with Lily Livingston, whose Pontiac Farms east of Cobourg 
were renowned in horse-racing circles 


Source: City of Toronto Archives 





George Wathen Beardmore 


2 Walter Dowker Beardmore (30 October 1849- died 23 May : burial 25 May1915) 


Assurance of Canada Director) (co-founder of Dominion Leather Co.). He lived at 174 Beverley St., 
Toronto. 

He married Melinda Elizabeth Williams (1854-1923). His estate was valued at over 1.5 million dollars 
(1915 value). Overseas travel: 25 July 1896 ; 17 March 1907 ; August 1913 





DEATH OF PROMINENT CANADIAN TANNER 


Walter Dowker Beardmore, head of the firm of Beardmore 
& Co. Toronto, Ont., tanner and leather merchant, died recent- 
ly after an iiness of several months, aged 66. Deceased was 
born in Hamilton, on October W, 1849, and received his educa- 
tion in England and Upper Canada College. His father estab- 
lished the business which has developed the Jatge concern of 
Beardmore & Co.. embracing houses in Toronto. Montreal, and 
tanneries in Acton West and Bracebridge, Mr, Beardmore took 
over his father's business at the age of 21, and subsequently 
George W. Beardmore, A. O, Beardmore and F. M, Beardmore 
were admitted to the firm. Mr, Beardmore was president of 
Beardmore & Co., a director of the Mutual Life Assurance Asso- 
ciation, president of the Dominion Lumber Co., of the Muskoka 
Leather Co, of the Acton Tanning Co. and of the BDeardmore 
Belting Co. A widow, four sons and one daughter survive him. 


Harness (1915) v. 29 


The children of Walter Dowker Beardmore and Melinda Elizabeth Williams are: 


™ Frances Constance Beardmore (1875-1956) (obit) married Admiral Sir Charles Edmund Kingsmill, 


R.N, and has three children (child 1 ; child 2 (burial) (biography) (obit) ; child 3 (family) (litigation over 
inheritance) 


™ George Lissant Beardmore. Born at Toronto on 16 Jul 1877, he was sent to Europe to study singing 


at music academies in Dresden and Paris. However, upon returning to Toronto in the early 1900s it was 
made clear that he should ‘settle down' and enter the family business. He became tenor soloist at the 
Church of the Redeemer in Toronto, and came to the notice of several concert managers. In 1907, he 
started accepting engagements to sing at concerts outside Toronto, and in 1908 made a successful tour 
of Eastern Canada. He then quit the family business and went to Europe to study as an opera singer. He 
made his debut on 14 May 1911 as Tannhauser in Hirschberg, Germany. He was appearing in Berlin 
when the First World War broke out in 1914, and was promptly interned. Within a year he escaped and, 
reaching Switzerland, cabled his parents "Escaped capture. Lost everything. Enlisting." [22] He then 
served with the British Secret Service and after the war bought an interest in an English opera company 
that toured the provinces. In 1930 he started taking flying lessons. The following year the Daily Mail 
newspaper announced a prize of £10,000 to the first man to fly across the English Channel in a glider. 
George personally designed and supervised construction of a glider, and on 19 Jun 1931 was towed to a 
height of 14,000 ft above Dover by a light aircraft, then cut loose and headed for France. Despite extreme 
cold and thick cloud, about a half-hour later he landed safely at the small French airfield of St-Inglevert. 
He was then aged 53, rather stout and needed strong glasses to read the cockpit compass! The British 
Gliding Association refused to recognise George's achievement, because he had not made a round trip, 
that honour going to the Austrian, Kronfeld, for his flights on 1 Jul 1931. George purchased a light aircraft 
in 1934, and was killed when he crashed it on 2 Jun 1936. (source) (See: The Brisbane Courier 22 June 
1931 ; Lawrence Journal 20 June 1931 ; Ottowa Citizen 3 June 1936 ; Pittsburg Press 20 June 1931) ; The 

Glider ; accident ; bio ) . Musical career: Die Musik ; Musical Times 1920 ; Musical Canada 





Lissant Beardmore in the Prokssor of the first Channel crossing. He crossed from England to France on the day before the contest. His efforts 
were unsubstantiated and it is not known how far he was towed. However, he left England on tow and landed in France off tow. So, to him 
must go the honour for having made the first trans-channel flight on the 19th June 1931. He is reported to have been towed to 12,000 
ft. Source 





a 


G. Lissant Beardmore 
Source 


™ Walter Williams Beardmore (1880-1935) (burial). In 1900, he lived in Toronto, and attended Toronto 


University (class of 1901). Walter married Edith Katherine Mackenzie, daughter of Sir William Mackenzie. 
(Railway King of Canada). (engagement) Children: Patricia ; Elizabeth. (See: Toronto World 1913) 
* son. Edith sails on the Lusitania. 





MARRIAGE OF MR. W, W. BEARDMORE.—On Wed- 
nesday, Sepl. 2jrd, at St. Basil's Chorch, Toronto, before a 
large and fashionable gathering of guests, the marriage took 
place of Miss Katharine Meckenzic, daughter of Mr. and Mra 
William Mackenzie, to Mr. Watler William Beardmore, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Beardmore. The handsome church was 
beautifully decorated with palms and ferns, masses of tall white 
lilies mingled with pink roses and white flowers adorning the 
chancel, mytids of lights adding to the effect amongst the 
green, which was carried over arches and railings. At the end 
of cach pew was a lirge cluster of pink carnations and lily of 
the valley, tied with mbbon, which also railed off the guest< 
seats. (Dr, Vogt presided at the organ, and a “cello solo was also 
plaved. After the ceremony a reception was held at “Ben- 
venuto, where the decorations were all pink roses, white lilies 
and lovely flowering plants everywhere. The bride's health was 
proposed by Mr. D. D. Mann, and well and gracefully responded 
to by the groom. Mr. and Mra. Beardmore left for the lakes. 
They will take up their residence in Acton after their return 
from a trip to England.—Ex. 


source: Shoe & Leather Journal 1908 


™ Charles Owen Beardmore (1882-1916) Attended University of Toronto class of 1906, while living 


at 200 College Street. He was buried with his father. Lieut. C. O. Beardmore went to South Africa as 

an officer of the 6th Regiment Canadian Mounted Rifles (Source), and was an officer in the 10th Infantry 
Regiment (militia) Royal Grenadiers. His regimental number was 4654. Under the Volunteer Bounty Act of 
1908, Charles was entitled to 320 acres of Dominion Land. The 6th Regiment did not see action, arriving 
in Capetown on 8 June. The London Times reported that Charles left South Africa onboard the SS 

Goth on 5 August 1902, with other members of the Canadian Mounted Infantry, bound for Southampton, 
and due on the 28th August. (See Halifax Garrison) 








Lt. Charles Owen Beardmore 
Source 





Source: Acton Free Press 27 July 1916 


™ Adelaide Mary Clemency Beardmore born 26 June 1885 ; died 18 May 1891 


™ Everett Clement Beardmore born 6 January 1888. Attended University of Toronto class of 1912 and 


living at 200 College Street. On 9 September 1912, he appears to have emigrated to the US, 
and registered for the military draft in 1917/18 in Chester County, Pennsylvania. 


3. Frances Elizabeth (1854-1930) married Albert Angus MacDonald, physician and miltary surgeon (bio), 
on 25 May 1876 (announcement). They are buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery, Toronto. Their 

children: Frances Wharton Gart Macdonald ; Helen Augusta Macdonald ; Albert Angus 

Macdonald 1877- (Investment Broker) ; Archibald Walker Macdonald. Archibald was killed in action on 
the Somme on 15 September 1916. He was a lieutenant in the 19th Canadian Infantry (1st Central 
Ontario Regiment), and, before that, with the 10th Regiment. He is buried at Sunken Road Cemetery, 
Contalmaison, France. He was killed during the Battle of Flers-Courcelette, where he commanded the 3rd 
platoon. (diary). See: Canadian Virtual War Memorial ; Book of Remembrance. 








Lt. Archibald W Macdonald 
Source UCC 


4. Alfred Owen Beardmore (1859-1946) married twice: Jennie Margaret Gibb Torrance Beardmore (1856 


- 1900) and Olive Baird Beardmore (1888 - 1956) : burial : Member of the Leather Chemists 
Association (1917) and located at 37 Front St., East, Toronto. Corporate Member of the Toronto 


Hunt. Chairman of the Tanner's Section of the Toronto Board of Trade. Gold mining interests in British 
Columbia. Vice-President of Beardmore Belting Co. Winner of Polo Cup (1920) 





Alfred Owen Beardmore 
Source: Halton Images 





Obituary of Jennie M.G. Torrance Beardmore 
Souce: Acton Free Press 1 Feb 1900 


MANUFACTURER DIES. TORONTO. June 30. Alfred O. Beardmore, 87, member of a 
prominent Toronto family, died here today. He was an organizer of the Toronto Polo 
Club, and for many years president of Beardmore and Company, tanners and leather 
manufacturers. (Death notice: Ottawa Journal 1 July 1946) 

Alfred and Jennie had three children: 

Col. Alfred Owen Torrance Beardmore (1886 - 1959) marriage ; burial (obit1) (obit2); son: Knox Owen 


Torrance Beardmore (1915-1937) ; promotion to Lieutenant of the 10th Regiment - Royal Grenadiers 
(1906) ; First World War Service. 





Knox Owen Beardmore 
source 


Lieut. Gordon Torrance Beardmore ; First World War Service 
Mary Frances Torrance Beardmore 

Frederick Newman Beardmore 

Francis Elizabeth Beardmore death Auguste Adelaide Beardmore 
Helen Lissant Beardmore 

Nathaniel Lissant Beardmore, who died in infancy 


Notes 


[1] Parish Register 30 July. Apparently, Mary Chambers died suddenly at the age of 38 in 1812. She was 
born in 1774. 

George Dowker at Oswaldkirk Hall (1813) 

[2] 1901: 83 Barrack St. ; 1911: 66 Barrack St. 30, Seatown Place 

[3] Tentative lineage: Elizabeth Hardy's father, Phineas Hardy was born in 1765 ; his father, 'Phineas / 
Phinehas', was born in 1720 ; his father, Phineas / Pheneas, was born in 1665 to Thomas Hardy. All of 
Terrington. 

[15] In 1911, at the age of 78, Mary Jane McKenna was a boarder in Dundalk. The McKenna and Hardy 
families are linked on a Charlestown cemetery inscription (no. 21). In 1889, the most common causes of 
death among children were measles, whooping cough and scarlet fever. Robert Townley Hardy's middle 
name appears to be in honour of his father's employer, Townley Fane Filgate. 

[16] Ravensdale (1912) (1921) 

[17] Dundalk (1912) (1927) (1935) (1943) 

[18] There is a photograph of Oswald and Louisa Hardy in Tempest's Annual (1955). Louisa was probably 
born in 1865 

[19] Elizabeth (also known as Lily) married Robert Willis Mahood in 1891 in Ardee. Robert was working 
away in Donegal in 1901 as a Commercial Clerk (earlier he had been a Mercantile Traveller). Elizabeth 
joined him by 1911 ; The 1901 census shows their three children, Robert (Willis), Harry (Alexander) and 
Flossie (Florence), all born in Newry, and living with their grandparents and mother. By 1911. their 

son, Robert, was working as a grocer's assistant in Warrenpoint ; Harry was working at Thomas Craig's 
Drapers and Outfitters in Dundalk, and Flossie remained with her grandparents. While Robert and 
Elizabeth were living in Donegal, they had John Dowker (born 4/4/1898 ; died 1898) John (born 1904) 
and Kathleen (born 1907). Florence married James Ward, and had four children: Edward, Alice, Rosina, 
and David. 

Robert (‘Bertie’) and his brother, Harry, joined the South Irish Horse during the First World War. Robert 
was a Private in the 7th Battalion (Royal Irish Regiment). His service number was 1237. He died in 

the Military Hospital at Tipperary on 10 November 1917, either from injuries incurred on the Western 
Front or from an illness. He is buried in St. Mary's Church graveyard in Tipperary town. (see also link 

1; link 2). 

[20] Sarah married Alexander Mahood, the brother of Robert Willis Mahood [see note 19], in 1893. She 
died on 17 February 1897, and is buried in Charlestown New Graveyard [no. 20]. 

[21] married Nannie Bleakly 1898 in Ardee: his family 1911 census. Nannie is probably Anne 

Bleakly : See History of Kilsaran. She is living with her in-laws in 1901 along with her husband. 

[22] How | Escaped from Germany by Lissant Beardmore in Maclean's Magazine 1915. 
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Sunday, May 10, 2015 


First World War Centenary. 9: George Lissant Beardmore 


(1887-1936) 








Lt. George Lissant Beardmore 


How I Escaped From Germany 





Lieutenant George Lissant Beardmore 
click on images to enlarge 


George Lissant Beardmore (1877-1936), the son of Walter Dowker Beardmore and Melinda Elizabeth 

Williams, was a lieutenant in the 23 Reserve Battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary Force. (See also: 23rd Reserve 
Battalion) After escaping from Germany as a civilian, he enlisted in England on 23 April 1915, and was discharged 
on 25 June 1916 on the grounds of ill health. 
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Musical America 12 June 1915 





Kroll Opera House, Berlin 


oD es Bs 4 - 
ee le 


a : 


i I 
= 


USMS Philadelphia 





How Lissant Beardrnore 
Escaped from Germany 


* English Colomals fo be 
Interned™ 
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I> 28 obscure Garner of _ German neve 
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War end gel oot of Germany. 
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ef winkts wee on the land. Nevertheless, he 
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Mis travels dirongh the enow-bound, official 
ridden country ocecplad seven daya, and took him 
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Advertisement in The Toronto World 
24 July 1915 


Exeaped from Germany. 


Lieutenant Lissant Beardmore of the 
Twenty-third Reglment of English Re- 
serves, Who arrived on the Philadelphia 
to visit hig family in Toronto, toid the 
reporters how he managed to escape 
from Germany and join the British 
Army after War had been declared. He 
maid he was a tenor singer and had 
studied in Berlin, where he was en- 
gaged with an opera company when the 
war started. Soon afterward the mili- 
tary allthorities suspected that he was 
a British subject and spies were put 
on hig trall He remained in Berlin 
until Jan. #9 and then escaped into 
Austria and reathed l’eldkirch, where 
he was arrested as a spy. A guard 
was placed over him in the hotel where 
he was locked up for the night, but Mr. 
Geardmore said he made a rope of his 
bed clothing and let himself out of the 
Window and got away in a peasant’s 
costume, He reached the Swiss border 


Bafely. Then he made his way to Lon- 
don and enlisted. 


New York Times 4 June 1915 


Part 1 Maclean's Magazine Aug 1915 





Part 2 Maclean's Magazine Sept 1915 








Part 3 Maclean's Magazine Nov 1915 
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Saturday, May 23, 2015 


Salford Street Party 1937 


Street parties were a characteristically British phenomenon, which trace their origin to 1919, when residents 
decorated their streets and held "peace teas" for the local children to mark the signing of the Treaty of Versailles that 
formally ended World War I. Until recently, children, sitting down to tea, were always the focus of these 
celebrations. Street parties became a tradition, and were organized to observe all major national days of celebration. 


The photograph below records one such celebration, which was held in West Albert Street, Salford in 1937 to 


celebrate the Coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth on 12 May. 
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Street Party in West Albert Street, Salford 1937 
click on images to enlarge 


My grandmother, May (née Cawdery) Taylor can be seen standing on the left. She lived on the corner of West 
Brownbill Street and West Albert Street at 23 West Brownbill Street. May would have been about 39 or 40 years old 
when the photograph was taken. 
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West Albert Street was off Cross Lane 





Woden at 11:19 PM 





Posted by 


Monday, May 25, 2015 


Isle of Man Steam Packet Compan 








The Isle of Man Steam Packet Company, founded in 1830, is the world's oldest continuously operated passenger 
shipping company in the world. It received a Royal Mail Warrant for the carriage of mail on July 12, 1831. In 
addition to plying its trade in the Irish Sea, the company's ships fought in two world wars, losing three vessels 
during the evacuation of Dunkirk. The company is still in service. 


The souvenir brochure below was issued by the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company in 1954 to raise funds for 
the British Sailors Society, which was founded in 1818. 
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note: the stamps are misplaced 
and do not match the captions. 





A list of ships of the Isle of Man Steam Packet Company's historic fleet can be found here. 
See also The Ships List ; Postcards of the Fleet ; The Current Fleet ; SS Empress 
Queen ; Manx Worthies ; Historic Company Offices 
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Friday, July 17, 2015 


First World War Centenary. 10 : Michael Charles Cawdery 


Sargeant Michael Charles Cawdery 





Michael Charles 'Charlie' Cawdery was born on the 20th of September 1873 at no. 20 Queen's Square, Dublin, 
Ireland. He was the son of George Cawdery and Teresa Scott. 


Charlie's father was a master carpenter, who specialized in making stage sets. He had moved to Dublin from 
England, and chose to live in Queen's Square, because of its association with, and proximity to, the Queen's Royal 
Theatre located on Pearse Street, The Theatre Royal was also nearby on Hawkins Street. The family remained in 
Dublin throughout much of the 
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No. 20 Queen's Square 
(now Pearse Square) Dublin 





Video: Pearse Square 


1870s, but, sometime before 1881, Teresa died, and George moved back to England with Michael Charles and his 


siblings, Francis Arthur and Mary Georgina. George's other daughter, Susan, appears to have died in her 

youth. Upon returning to England, the family lived in Camberwell, Surrey. George died at 109 Blackfriars Road in 
Southwark on 15 July 1898. By 1894. Francis was living in Salford, having followed 1n his father's occupational 
footsteps, as did Charles. In the 1901 census his occupation is given as a "stage carpenter theatre". By 1911 Charles 


was living in Pendleton. 





Francis (left) and Charlie 





Francis (left) and Charlie 





George Cawdery and offspring 





Susan holding Mary Georgina ? 


To Arms! 


When Charlie joined the Lancashire Fusiliers, he was already 41 years old, and at the upper age limit for 
recruitment, but he dutifully answered the call to arms as Kitchener began his task of building a new all-volunteer 
army. Charlie was one of the "Salford Pals", who joined the ranks as a Lance Sargeant in the 16th (Service) 
Battalion (2nd Salford Pals). His service number was 11723. The 16th 


i Charles Cawdrey 


United Kingdon, World Wart Service Hecorcs 


Mame Chane Cawdrey 

Evont Typo Military Service 

Event Year 1914 

Residence Place , Gewon, England 

Age eT 

Milttary Company Regiment Lancashire Fusiliers. 

Military Regimerit 123 

Military Battalion {6th (Serace), 2nd Salford Battalion 
Birth Yaar (Estimated) Wai? 

Birthptace Gublin, Gublin, ireharnd 


Charles appears to have misrepresented his age in 1914 





Lance Sergeant Michael Charles Cawdery 
Lancashire Fusiliers 11723 [1] 


was formed in Salford on 5 November 1914 by Sir Montague-Barlow, MP for Salford South, and the Salford 
Brigade Committee. After some intitial training carried out locally, the battalion moved to Conway Camp on the 
11th of February 1915. The 16th Bn was assigned to the 96th Brigade, 32nd Division, and was moved to Prees 
Heath Camp in Shropshire for trench-warfare training. However, conditions there were too wet, and, on 20 June 
1915, 1t was moved to Catterick. North Yorkshire. This was followed by a stint at the Ponteland Rifle Ranges in 
Northumberland. On the 13 August 1915, the battalion was transferred to Codford Camp [2] on Salisbury Plain, and, 
in the following month, it was formally adopted by the War Office. 


In November 1915, the 32nd Division received orders to prepare to sail for France. Charlie and the 2nd Salfords 
left Codford on a slow-moving train in the early hours of the morning with full packs. After an eight hour journey, 
the battalion arrived at Folkestone, embarking on an Isle of Man Packet Co. steamer, bound for Boulogne-sur- 


Mer. After a smooth crossing, the ship arrived on the 22nd of November 1915. [3] From the port, Charlie travelled 
by train to Longpré, and then continued to move south and east to the front at La Boisselle. Christmas Day was 
spent in reserve at Albert. 


The 16th Battalion (2nd Salfords) spent the first six months of 1916 confined to a relatively small area just north of 
the Rive Somme. Its principal job, when not in reserve, was to man the trenches at Authuille, Theipval and 

Aveluy. On 1 July 1916, this same small area turned out to be the most deadly place on earth. This fateful day, 

the 'First Day on the Somme' was the blackest day in the British Army's long history. It marked one of the beginning 
of one of the bloodiest military battles in history. Charlie and the Salford Pals Battalions were in the thick of it. In 
preparation for the Battle of the Somme, British artillery fired more than 1.5 million shells at the German lines, more 
than in the first year of the war and another 250,000 shells were fired on 1 July. The noise was horrendous, and 
could be heard on Hampstead Heath, 300 miles (480 km) away. The object was to neutralize the 


video: The Somme: From Defeat to Victory (BBC) 


enemy and obliterate their defences. British commanders were so confident that the artillery had been effective that 
they ordered their men to walk slowly toward the German lines. It was a slow walk toward German machine guns, 
and they were cut to pieces. By the end of the day, 20,000 corpses and 40,000 wounded littered the landscape of no- 
man's land. 


We assume that Charlie was one of the wounded, and that, upon his recovery, he was transferred to the Labour 


Corps, though his age may have militated against front line service. He served with the 9th Labour Company with 
the rank of Sargeant. His service number was 566128. 


Charles was awarded the 1914-15 Star, the Victory Medal, and the British War Medal. 


Charkes Cawdrey 
United Kingsiom, Work! War i Senice Records 
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Charles married Adelaide "Ada" Rebecca Rollings, presumably before their first child was born, in 1893. Ada 
was born in Ancoats, Manchester in 1875. They had seven children: 


® Henrietta "Hettie" born about 1893 in Ardwick, Manchester. 
e Ada christened in 1897 in Ardwick; married William Hilton in 1915; died 1980.[4] 
® George Stanley born 19 March 1900; married Lucy Taylor on 30 March 1918; died 1971. 





® Arthur christened in Salford 1902; married Ethel Jones in 1924, died 1975.[5] 
® Charles born 1905; married Amelia Irwin in 1924; died 1959 [6] 

® John Richard born 1907; married Annie Lingard in 1927 ; died 1990.[7] 

@ Amy born in 1910; married Thomas Eaton in 1924; died 1975. [8] 


Michael Charles Cawdery's death was registered at Barton, He died on 22 June 1951, and is buried in the Southern 
Cemetery, Chorlton-cum-Hardy, Manchester. He was 77. Ada died on 31 August 1940, and is buried with her 
husband. 





[1] Probably taken during training (1915). [see Manchester Courier, 16th January 1915]. The photograph was sent 
to Charlie's niece, May Cawdery, who was also engaged in the war effort. The verso reads: " To May with Best 
Wishes from Uncle Charlie". 

[2] Diary: conditions at Codford Camp 

[3] sources: Tattersall Diary ; History of the Lancashire Fusiliers, 1914-1918, v.2. The Isle of Man packet steamer 


was either Empress Queen or Mona's Queen. 
4] son: Edward Hilton born 1925 


5] children: Arthur Cawdrey born 1925; Harold born 1927 

6] children: Charles born 1924; Hilda born 1932 

7| children: John R. born 1927; Irene born 1929 ; Rita born 1936 
8] son: Brian H. Eaton born 1942 
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Sunday, July 26, 2015 


Remembering Douglas Arthur Binns 


Douglas Arthur Binns (1921-1943) 


'Dougie' Binns was baptized on 18 May 1921 at Stowell Memorial Church in Salford. He was the son of Lilian (née 
Cawdery) and Frank Binns, who were married on 24 July 1920. [1] Frank had been employed by the Ford Motor 
Company in Trafford Park, but he moved his family to Ilford in Essex, when the car plant relocated to Dagenham in 
1931. At the age of 20, Douglas married Catherine Bell during the closing months of 1942. By that time, he was 
already in uniform. 





1942 Marriage of Douglas and Catherine 


click on images to enlarge 





To the left of Douglas are Frank and Lilian Binns, and. on the far 
right, his sister Dorothy 


Douglas was a Trooper (service number 7956678) in the 50th Royal Tank Regiment (50 RTR), a constituent part of 
the 23rd Armoured Brigade and the Royal Armoured Corps. 50 RTR was formed in Bristol during April of 1939, 
when Territorial Army Battalions were converted to Tank Battalions in preparation for war with Germany. The 
23rd Armoured Brigade left England for the Middle East in May 1942 to join the Eight Army, and became active in 
early July. Considering the timing of Douglas' wedding, it is uncertain whether he saw action in the Second Battle 
of E] Alamein. By May 1943, Allied forces had driven Rommel's Afrika Korps and their Italian allies from North 
Africa, leaving Sicily as the next objective in the Mediterranean theatre. 


video: Invasion of Sicily 


Operation Husky 


Operation Husky was the code name given to the planned invasion of Sicily. It was to be the largest seaborne 
operation to that date. Beginning on 10 July 1943, an armada of over 2500 ships would transport 160,000 Allied 
troops to the island. Their objective was to defeat Axis forces, and establish a base for the eventual conquest of 
Italy. The British Eighth Army landed on the beaches at the Gulf 


click on image to enlarge 
source: Garland & Smith 


of Noto and then pushed northward along the island's eastern coast. By 13 July, Augusta had been captured, and 
three days later the Primosole Bridge, which spanned the River Simeto, was secured, giving the British forces access 
to the plain of Catania. However, German resistance was stiffening, and casualties were mounting, which slowed the 
advance. The 50th Royal Tank Regiment, as part of XXX Corps, was assigned to the left flank. Operating in 
support of the 51st Highland Division, the 50th RTR moved toward Gerbin1, with its well defended aerodrome 
defences. On the night of July 18/19, they met fierce resistance from the Panzer-Division Hermann Goring and 

its Italian allies. It was a particularly bloody engagement that lasted until 21 July. Douglas Binns was killed in 
action during this battle. He was 22 years old. 


Douglas is buried at the Catania War Cemetery (Commonwealth War Graves Record) 
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Source: Virtual Catania War Cemeter 
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Dougie and his sister, Dorothy 


Manchester Evening News 8 May 1944 


ROLL OF HONOUR 

LILY and FRANK BINNS.—Treasured birthday memories of our beloved grandson and nephew, DOUGLAS, 
presumed killed July, 1943, Sicily. Many a silent tear is shed for one we loved so well. Grandma CAWDERY, 
Aunty MAY, Uncle JOHN, and COUSINS. Birthday memories of one who was dear to us all. ELSIE. CHARLIE, 
and CHILDREN. 


Notes 
[1] Parish record: 


Marriage: 24 Jul 1920 Stowell Memorial, Salford, Lancashire, England 

Frank Binns - 20, Coil Winder, Bachelor, 23 West Brownbill Street, Salford 

Lilian Cawdery - 20, Armature Winder, Spinster, 23 West Brownbill Street, Salford 
Groom's Father: Thomas Binns, Joiner 

Bride's Father: Arthur Cawdery, Joiner [1i.e. Francis Arthur Cawdery] 

Witness: John Taylor; May Cawdery 


Baptism: 18 May 1921 Stowell Memorial, Salford, Lancashire, England 
Douglas Arthur Binns - [Child] of Frank Binns & Lilian 

Abode: 23 West Brownbill Street Salford 

Occupation: Labourer 

Baptised by: C. E. Leytham Rector 

Register: Baptisms 1921 - 1942, Page 7, Entry 49 
Posted by Woden at 3:22 PM 


Wednesday, October 28, 2015 


Remembering Peter Wood (1922-1974) 





Signalman Peter Wood 
Royal Navy 250372 


[Photo taken in 1953. 'Destroyer' is on Peter's cap band. He served on 
HMS Rocket, an R-Class Destroyer in 1953] 


Peter Wood was born on the 21st of January, 1922 at Swinton. His birth was registered at Barton-upon- 

Irwell. Peter, the son of John Wood and Emma Platt [1], was named in memory of his paternal uncle, who fell at 
Hulluch in the First World War. He had five sisters: Edna, Alice [2], Nellie [3] Emma and Lily [4], and a 
brother, John [5]. 











(1 to r) Lily, Peter, Emma and Edna 
click on images to enlarge 





Marian and Peter (1969) 


In 1945, while on leave, Peter married Marian Robb. They had six children: 


® Christine Wood 

e Michael J Wood 

6 Alison J Wood 

@ Martin D Wood 

e Russell Peter Wood 


® Anthony M Wood 
Before Peter volunteered to serve in the Royal Navy on the 30th of April 1941, he was employed as a joiner. Upon 
enlistment, at the age of 19, he was assigned to the Chatham Division (HMS Pembroke), Kent until 6 February, 
1942, HMS Pembroke was a shore establishment, where Peter received his training in communications and signals. 
Following his training, military records indicate that Peter was posted to President I (May Island). HMS' President 
ZI was an accounting base used by numerous naval ships and establishments that were not self-accounting (1.e. had 
no paymaster). The place in brackets is the ship or establishment at which a person was actually stationed. So, Peter 
was garrisoned on the Isle of May, located strategically at the mouth of the Firth of Forth in Scotland. The Isle of 
May was used as the control centre of anti-submarine defences designed to protect the Home Fleet. The Royal 
Naval Dockyard at Rosyth was near the head of the Firth, and became the base of the Home Fleet after the 
humiliating destruction of the HMS Royal Oak by a German U-Boat in Scapa Flow in 1939. 





Isle of May Signal Station taken in 1980 prior to demolition 
source: Dr Richard Waldin 





Peter spent just over thirteen months on the desolate and windswept island before being relieved and returned 

to HMS Pembroke. He was at Chatham for about a month before being assigned to HMS Wildfire, Sheerness, part 
of Nore Command. One of the principal duties of Nore Command was to guard the east coast convoys supplying 
the ports of North Eastern England. HMS Wildfire was a shore base, from which Peter joined the HMS Queen Eagle, 
an anti-aircraft escort ship. 





HMS Queen Eagle 
source: Wikimedia Commons 


HMS Queen Eagle was one six 'Eagle Ships', all stationed at Sheerness. Launched on 29th February 1940 as the 
passenger vessel, Empress Queen, she was quickly requisitioned by the Admiralty, and equipped with anti-aircraft 
guns, long-ranged fuel tanks, and camouflaged before being put to work on escort duty as part of the Thames 
Special Service Flotilla. Peter served on the HMS Queen Eagle from 5 April 1943 until September 1943, when she 


was transferred to the Merchant Navy and used as a troop transport. On the 1 October, Peter found himself once 
again at HMS Pembroke, until he joined the HMS Pursuer on 12 October 1943. 





HMS Pursuer 
Battle Honours 


Atlantic 1943-45 - Norway 1944 - Normandy 1944 - South France 1944 - Aegean 1944 
Norway 1945 - Arctic 1945 
Photo credit: Gordon Smith, Naval-History.Net 





HMS Pursuer in Belfast Lough by Stephen Bone 
source: BBC - Your Paintings 


If life had been dull on the Isle of May, service aboard the HMS Pursuer made up for it. This American-built ship 
joined the Royal Navy as part of the Lend-Lease programme in June 1943. 

HMS Pursuer was an Attacker Class escort carrier whose primary role was to provide protection for convoys. Upon 
receipt, the ship underwent extensive modifications, including the installation of radar, before she was ready for 
operational service. During November 1943, she embarked 12 Grumman Wildcat V aircraft of 881 

squadron (Canada) and 10 Wildcat Vs, of 896 squadron, both part of 7th Naval Fighter Wing. HMS' Pursuer was 
under the command of Acting Captain Harry Robert Graham, former captain of HMS Zulu, which fought at the last 
battle of the German battleship, Bismarck. 


In January 1944, HMS Pursuer was deployed to the Western Approaches, and by February was operating as an 
escort on the Gibraltar convoy route. At 18.44 hours, eight minutes after sunset, on 12 February, an alert was 
received from the Admiralty of an impending attack on Convoy KMS.40. In the early days of Atlantic convoys, its 
sixty-nine ships would have been easy pickings, but under the protection of HMS' Pursuer, this was no longer the 
case. 500 km. west of Cape Finisterre, the convoy was attacked by nine He 177 aircraft of Gruppe II 

/ Kampfgeschwader 40. As the Heinkel bombers flashed across the radar screens, Wildcats were launched to 
incercept them. In the engagement, Gruppe II lost its commander, the attack was repulsed, and no ships were hit. 





HMS Pursuer (1944) 


Operation Tungsten 


The Bismarck and her sister-ship, the Tirpitz, were the only two battleships in their class, and the largest vessels in 
the German navy. In 1941, the Bismarck was sunk about 560 km west of Brest, leaving the Tirpitz, stationed in 
Norway, which was considered a danger to Allied Arctic convoys. The British had attacked Tirpitz several times 
during 1942 and 1943, and Operation Tungsten was organized to finish the job. The Royal Navy assembled a 
powerful force. In the vanguard were the carriers HMS Furious and Victorious, with escort carriers HMS Pursuer, 
Searcher, Emperor and Fencer in support. The Allied attack was divided into two groups, and HMS Pursuer was in 
Force 2 under the command of Rear Admiral Arthur La Touche Bisset. Peter and his ship left Scapa Flow on 30 
March, and rendezvoused with Force One on in the afternoon of 2 April. 


The combined force launched an air attack during the early hours of 3 April, while the fleet were 190 km from their 
target. Jirpitz was moored in Kaafjord in northern Norway, and well protected by anti-ancraft guns. Flying only 15 
m above the sea to avoid detection by German radar, the crew of the 7irpitz were taken by surprise. The first wave 
of fighters severely damaged the enemy's anti-aircraft capabilities, and carried out a bombing run against the vessel, 
wreaking havoc among the crew and wounding the ship's captain. A second wave added to the misery. However, the 
heavy armour of the 7irpitz, and bombing from too low an altititude, saved the vessel from destruction, but she was 
unfit for duty for months afterwards. 


In the Thick of It 


Within weeks, the HMS Pursuer, along with the Victorious, Furious, Searcher, Emperor and Striker attacked a 


south-bound convoy off Bodo, Norway, damaging all four merchant ships and an escort vessel. In June 1944, Peter 
and his shipmates found themselves in the south west approaches of the English Channel, protecting the D-Day fleet 
against the threat of U-boat attack from the French Atlantic ports. The following month, HMS Pursuer set sail for 
the Mediterranean and Malta, where she formed part of Task Force 88.1 in Operation Dragoon, the Allied invasion 
of southern France on 15 August 1944. In early September, HMS' Pursuer docked at Alexandria, Egypt for repairs 
and replenishment, and joined the British Aegean Force, and was briefly engaged in operations against German 
garrisons in the Aegean and Dodecanese before returning to the UK for a refit. By, October she was back in action 
along the coast of Norway, and involved in Operation Counterblast, the destruction of enemy shipping along the 
Norwegian coast. After mine-laying duties (Operation Hardfast), HMS Pursuer sailed for Milford Haven to 

escort Convoy UC.48B across the Atlantic to New York, and then went to Norfolk, Virginia for repairs. By March 
1945, the European theatre was winding down, and Peter and his ship were transferred to the 21st Aircraft Carrier 
Squadron, East Indies Fleet based at Trincomalee, where they prepared to support British landings in Malaya 
(Operation Zipper). The captain of HMS Pursuer, after docking at Port Swettenham (Penang), went ashore with 200 
marines and received the surrender of the Japanese garrison there. 


In a short time, Peter and HMS Pursuer saw action in three theatres of war: the European, Mediterranean and Far 
East. They had crossed the North Atlantic to America, and virtually circumnavigated Africa, docking at Cape Town 
and Durban. In November 1945, the ship was released from service, departing Colombo for the Clyde, where all 
British equipment and personnel were removed. HMS Pursuer sailed from Portsmouth on 16th January 1946, and 
the ship was officially handed back to the US Navy on 2nd February 1946. Shortly after she was scrapped. Four 
days before HMS Pursuer left Portsmouth, Peter was dispersed and returned to HMS Pembroke 1. On 26 March 
1946, he received a Class A Release (an individual released from the forces in prority of age and length of war 
service). 





Peter Wood (front 2nd from right) with shipmates 
taken in Durban 1945 





Peter Wood (standing far left) with shipmates 
taken in Durban 1945 on HMS Pursuer 


Returning home, Peter faced the post-war housing shortage. He and his wife first lived with his mother until they 
learned that the Royal Artillery Camp on Bank Lane, Pendlebury had been vacated. Several families were allowed to 
live there. Peter and Marian spent several years in Hut no. 2, where they had their first two children. Marian 
persuaded Peter to join the reserves, since the stipend would supplement the income of their growing family. It had 
unexpected consequences. 


Cold War 


The Malayan Emergency was already underway when the Korean War (June 1850-July 1953) broke out. Following 
the reduction of military personnel after World War II, there was a shortage of manpower to deal with these new 
conflicts. Peter, as a member of the Royal Fleet Reserve (1.e. former full-timers) found himself back in uniform and 
back at HMS Pembroke on 30 December 1952. In January 1953, he was transferred to HMS Sea 

Eagle (formerly HMS Ferret), a strategically important shore establishment at Derry, Northern Ireland. In the post- 
war period, HMS Sea Eagle was converted into a training school for anti-submarine warfare. Peter was assigned to 
the ship, HMS Rocket, an R-Class destroyer of World War II vintage, which had been converted to a fast anti- 
submarine frigate, and was part of the Third Frigate Flotilla. In June1953, Peter was among the ship's compliment 
that took part in the Fleet Review to celebrate the Coronation of Queen Elizabeth II. 


a san 

- F — 
ea 
| 





a a = 
- ~ | f-_—* 


HMS Rocket underway 





HMS Rocket 


Medals 





Italy Star 
Atlantic Star 





Arctic Star 





France & German Star 
Atlantic Clasp 





War Medal 1939-1945 


Peter was finally demobbed on 20 March 1954, and settled down to family life until his death in 1974 at the age of 
D2: 





... for we are an island race. Through all our centuries, the sea has ruled our destiny. There will 
always be other ships and men to sail in them. It is these men, in peace or war, to whom we owe so 
much. Above all victories, beyond all loss, in spite of changing values in a changing world, they give to 
us, their countrymen, eternal and indomitable pride." 

- Noel Coward 





Notes 

Marriage: 5 Jan 1907 Christ Church, Salford, Lancashire, England 
John Wood - 21, Labourer, Bachelor, 32 Hanover Street 

Emma Platt - 21, Weaver, Spinster, 32 Hanover Street 

Groom's Father: Walter Wood, Labourer 

Bride's Father: George Platt, Gardener 

Witness: John Wolstenholme; Mary Jane Platt 

Married by Banns by: H. Knowles 

Register: Marriages 1906 - 1910, Page 11, Entry 22 

Source: LDS Film 1786370 


2 

Baptism: 30 May 1907 St Thomas, Pendleton, Lancashire, England 
Alice Wood - [Child] of John Wood & Emma 

Born: 6 May 1907 

Abode: 13 Burgess' Buildings 

Occupation: Porter 

Baptised by: J. R. Donald 

Register: Baptisms 1904 - 1910, Page 173, Entry 1384 

Source: Manchester Central Library 

Marriage: 30 Mar 1929 St Peter, Swinton, Lancashire, England 
Richard William Parton - 24, Salesman, Bachelor, 32 Stafford Rd. 
Alice Wood - 21, Weaver, Spinster, 13 Long St. 

Groom's Father: Richard Parton, (deceased), Miner 

Bride's Father: John Wood, Labourer 

Witness: John Wood; Nellie Wood 


Married by Banns by: Denis Fletcher 
Register: Marriages 1924 - 1931, Page 167, Entry 333 
Source: Manchester Central Library 


e, 

Baptism: 13 Jul 1911 St Thomas, Pendleton, Lancashire, England 
Nellie Wood - [Child] of John Wood & Emma 

Born: 30 Jun 1911 

Abode: 23 Doveridge 

Occupation: Labourer 

Baptised by: A. Ebrey 

Register: Baptisms 1910 - 1914, Entry 194 

Source: Manchester Central Library 


Marriage: 4 Aug 1934 St Peter, Swinton, Lancashire, England 
Frank Howell - 22, Warehouse Hand, Bachelor, 19 Long Street 
Nellie Wood - 23, Winder, Spinster, 13 Long Street 

Groom's Father: Joseph Howell, Surface Hand 

Bride's Father: John Wood, Watchman 

Witness: Alfred Vernon; Lillian Davies 

Married by Banns by: Philip Hussey 

Notes: [Bride's age changed from 22] 

Register: Marriages 1931 - 1937, Page 115, Entry 230 

Source: Manchester Central Library 


4 

Marriage: 27 Mar 1937 St Peter, Swinton, Lancashire, England 

William Henry Yates - 24, Transport Worker, Bachelor, 19 Long Street Swinton 
Lily Wood - 22, Winder, Spinster, 13 Long Street Swinton 

Groom's Father: William Henry Yates, (deceased), Railway Platelayer 

Bride's Father: John Wood, (deceased), Labourer 

Witness: William Brockbank; Emma Wood 

Married by Banns by: Harold Dawson 

Register: Marriages 1931 - 1937, Page 210, Entry 419 

Source: Manchester Central Library 


5 

Baptism: 25 Mar 1909 St Thomas, Pendleton, Lancashire, England 
John Wood - [Child] of John Wood & Emma 

Born: 13 Mar 1909 

Abode: 36 Doveridge St., Hayfield Tce. 

Occupation: Railway Servant 

Baptised by: Wm. Bernard Murray 

Register: Baptisms 1904 - 1910, Page 259, Entry 2068 


Source: Manchester Central Library 
Posted by Woden 





Monday, May 23, 2016 


First World War Centenary. 11: Aid to East Prussia 


On the Eastern Front, the First World War began with the Russian invasion of East 

Prussia (Ostpreuen) during August 1914. In the following year, a German counter-offensive [1] resulted 
in the Great Retreat of Russian forces. During this period, the Russian army destroyed 33,500 buildings 
in East Prusia. The cost of the property damage was estimated at $250 million. 
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source: www.altearmee.de 


One of the ways that Germany responded to this devastion was to form the Kriegshilfsverein (War Aid 
Association). By 1916, twenty-four branches were established throughout the country. [2] Their purpose 
was to ‘adopt’ a district in East Prussia, and raise money to support its reconstruction. Berlin, for example, 
adopted Landkreis Ortelsburg, one of the largest rural districts in East Prussia, which was almost 
completely destroyed in the opening salvos of the war. One method of fund-raising was the sale 

of Wohlsfahrts-Karten (charity cards). The card shown below is an example. 
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Ostpreufen wahrend des Weltkrieges 1914/15 
Kirche in Domnau 
(East Prussia during the World War 1914/15 
Church in Domnau) 


You will notice that the top of the card is serrated. Originally, it was part of a Postkartenbuch, a booklet 
containing 18 cards of varying scenes, which sold for two Marks, with 80 pfennigs going toward 
reconstruction in East Prussia. [3] The verso states fur Wohlfahrtszwecke (for charitable purposes). It 
was published by Verlag: Reichs-Kunst-Verein, Berlin. 


! | ps Be aA anitct aadeaies LP -— Feet 


Osipraufien wihrend das Waeltkringas 1914/15 — + 
nach Originalen van A, Kraska 
2 ra : Bre Kirche in Bormnau el fee 





On the verso it states, "nach Originalen von A. Kraska" (after an original [painting] by A. Kraska). Arthur 
Kaska was a German painter, graphic designer, film director and producer, and stage designer. During 
the First World War, he also designed Vivatbander (memorial ribbons given in response to a donation). 
Kraska was employed at the Kunstgewerbemuseum and the Academy of Arts in Berlin. He was a pioneer 
during the 1920s in the commercial film industry. It appears that his painting was based on a 
contemporary photograph shown below. 





Domnau Church was built in the Fourteenth Century. Suffering slight damage in the two world wars, it is 
now a redundant church and has been empty since 1997. The postcard is addressed to Fraulein Agnes 
Hicks, daughter of William Henry Hicks. 


® Significant donations to the East Prussian appeal were acknowledged with a wall plate. 





e Before the U.S. entered the First World War, sympathetic Americans established the East Prussia 
Relief Fund. 


Further Reading: 


William Glenn Gray. Charity as Cultural Renewal? German Civil Society and East Prussian Suffering, 
1914-1918. (German Studies Association Annual Meeting 
Kansas City, Missouri, September 2014). 


1. The Gorlice-Tarnow Campaign, 1915. 

2. Annalen des Deutschen Reichs fur Gesetzgebung, Verwaltung und Volkswirtschaft, Volume 49. 
1916:210. 

3. PreuBische Allgemeine Zeitung Nr. 26-28. Juni 2014:14 


Posted by Woden at 10:01 PM 


Sunday, June 5, 2016 


Primrose Day 
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From that lost land where every dream is sweet 
| have brought you a little shining star. 
| strew my primroses beneath your feet. 


from Nera's Song by Eva Gore-Booth. 


The primrose grows wild in Ireland, decorating damp woods, shady banks and the hedgerows of country 
lanes. It is considered a harbinger of spring, appearing from March until May. The flower held a special 
place in Irish mythology long before the Victorians created Primrose Day. Nera, the harper, brought 
primroses to Queen Maeve's court to prove that he had spent a year with the aos si. On May Day 
(Bealtaine), garlands of primrose flowers were placed over the threshold of cottages to guard them against 
the faeries. 





M 


Margaret Leahy was born in Kinsale. Her family had lived 
there longer than public records can attest. In 1907, she 
married William Fitzpatrick, a Kinsale blacksmith, from a 
family of Kinsale blacksmiths. They were blessed with 
seven children, one of whom was Nora. 


Nora left home to work in Dublin when she was eighteen. 
During 1929, on the eve of the Great Depression, she took 
the civil service exam, and won a place at the Department 
of Education on Marlborough Street. There she met James 
Walsh, and they were married on the 19th of April 1939, 
Primrose Day. 


To commemorate their wedding anniversary, Nora's 
mother would dig up a sod of earth containing a primrose, 
and then carefully pack it into a cardboard box. Air-holes 
were cut into the box, which was then sent to Dublin on 
the train. This, of course, was done in a gentler age, a time 
when attention could be given to such fragile cargo and 
steam trains still had a goods van. [1] 





Expecting its arrival, Jimmy would cycle from the 
Department of Defence, where he worked, to Kingsbridge 
station, now Heuston Station. Once the primrose had been 
collected, it was strapped on the carrier at the back of the 
bicycle, and carried through the Phoenix Park to his home, 


where it was joyfully planted in the garden. 


Se 





[1] Sadly, larnréd Eireann ended its parcel delivery service, FasTrack, in 2009. 
Posted by Woden at 11:43 AM 





Wednesday, September 7, 2016 


First World War Centenary. 12: 2nd Lieutenant John Legge 


Bulmer 





LONG-LOST 


FIRST WORLD WAR 
MERTONIAN FOUND? 





Earlier this year, Mertan'’s Web and 
Media Officer Simon Cape, was 
qurprsed ta be contacted by the 
Soldiers of (Oxfordshire Museum 
about one of the Mertenians named 
on the Coltege’s War Memorial. 


In 2013 a French farmer in the 
Vilage of Heénin-sur-Coieul = [near 
Arras) stumoled across the remains 
Of 2 First Word Var soldier ia his 
gerden following heayy rain, After 
contmatian thet the remains were ot 
no: criminal interest, the discovery was 
reported to the Commonwealth War 
Graves: Commission. Work began to 
identify the unknown soldier, and twa 
years of extonsive research followed, 


Based oon the location of the missing 
fdier the wature ef hes persone] 


messessinis 2nd record, af the 
units: who fought in the area, it was 
conduded that there are two likely 
éandidates, one of whom is a Merconian 
commemorated on the College's War 
Memorial 20d Lieutenant John Leqeype 
Bulmer (1913). 


The soldier's remains were reinterred 
at the HAC. Cemetery at Ecoust- 
Saint-Méin, WNord-Pas-de-Calais, in 
september 2015, On 1? May this 
Wear, the museum in Woodstock took 
possessian oF the soldier's personal 
effects. An appeal for further 
irdannation ehouk Ene uonkrican 
sofdier has-been put out through BBC 
Hews and local press in Oxfordshire 
and in Yorkshire, where 2m Lt Bulmer 
Wes been, The search oontinwes toa 
find a member of his family to provide 
a OMA march. 


A shart biegrapny of 2nd Lt Bulmer 
can be found on the Mertona@750 
Anniversary Collection at sire. 
meron ox sc wititoms shows 22, TF 
Vou krowemore aboubtznd Lt Bulmer oar 
his family, please contact Simon Cope 
aC SUT, COOeE Therion, Oar tik. 


Tee fe: Dod Liewenart Jahe Legge Bulmer 
(1913) Fhotieraph) a Masher gygh Colle 


Palins! The sais baie aed fibre, on 
disciay in Soldiers of Oetordshird. Museum, 





Source: Newsletter. Merton College, Oxford 2016 
click on image to enlarge 


2nd Lieutenant John Legge Bulmer (1913) 


4th Battalion, attached to 5th (Service) Battalion, Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry 


John Bulmer was born on 18th September 1894 in Yorkshire, the third son of Revd Edward Philips 
Bulmer and Elizabeth, née North, of 1 Brooklands, Filey, North Yorkshire. He had four brothers and a 
sister. 


He was educated at Marlborough College where he was head boy in 1913, and knew TS Eliot while 
at Merton College. 


He volunteered for service in October 1915, and went to France the following March. Wounded on 6th 
September 1916, he was sent home; he rejoined his regiment in January 1917. 


He was posted as missing, presumed killed in action, aged 22, during an attack near Cherisy on 3rd 
May 1917. 


He is commemorated on the Arras Memorial, Pas-de-Calais, France. 


Source: Merton@750 Anniversary Collection 


& BBC article 

® Find a Grave Memorial 

@ Merton College News 

e Pintrest 

® Merton at War 1914-1918 


Commonwealth War Graves Commission Record (Grave Registration Document) 


Rank: 
Second Lieutenant 
Date of Death: 
03/05/1917 
Age: 
22 


Regiment/Service: 
Oxford and Bucks Light Infantry 


"A" Coy. 4th Bn. attd. Sth Bn. 


Panel Reference: 
Bay 6 and 7. 


Memorial: 
ARRAS MEMORIAL 


Additional Information: 
Son of the Rev. Edward and Elizabeth Bulmer, of 1, Brooklands, Filey, Yorks. Educated at 
Marlborough College. Postmaster of Merton College, Oxford, 1913-1915. 


Anyone who can help with the search is being asked to contact Lynne 


Gammond at the Army via email lynne.gammond453@mod.uk or on 07769 
887707. 


Posted by Woden at 4:55 PM 





Friday, December 2, 2016 


The Family of Francis Arthur Cawdery 





Francis Arthur Cawdery 


Francis Arthur Cawdery was born in Dublin, Ireland on the 14th of May, 1875, and baptized a Roman 
Catholic at St. Andrew's Church in Westland Row. The church is only a ten-minute walk from where 
his family lived at 20 Queen's Square (now Pearse Square), which is part of a quiet 'Georgian' terrace 
that forms one side of a then private square. 


His parents were George Cawdery (1832-1898) of Lambeth, and Teresa Scott (1842-1879) of 

Dublin. George was a master carpenter, who specialized in making stage sets. He moved to Ireland's 
capital about the time the Gaiety Theatre opened in 18771 in order to take advantage of the city's thriving 
theatre business. 


George, Theresa and their children returned to England sometime after January 1877. [1] In 1879, 
Teresa died, and the following year George remarried, and moved to Camberwell, Surrey, According to 
the 1881 census, George's family lived at 40 Maydwell St., Camberwell. [2] 
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The Cawdery family lived at 20 Queen's (Pearse) Square. 
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Registration of the birth of Francis Arthur Cawdery (Dublin, Ireland) 


click on image to enlarge 





Stowell Memorial (1869-1981), Salford 


02138118 


Francis Arthur Cawdery followed in his father's footsteps, and became a ‘theatrical property master’. 
Leaving Camberwell, we next encounter him in Salford, Lancashire, where he married May Hall of Ashton 
Under Lyne on the 14th of November 1894. The wedding took place at Stowell Memorial Church on 
Eccles New Road. 
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23 West Brownbill Street, Salford 
near the corner of intersection of Cross Lane, Regent Road, 
Eccles New Road and Trafford Road. 


At the time of the marriage, May Hall lived at 23 West Brownbill Street along with her siblings and their 
mother, Frances (Fanny). The 1891 census describes Frances as a 'Boarding Home Keeper’, and as the 
widowed head of the household. Her husband, Nathaniel Hall of Mossley, Yorkshire, died sometime 
between 1881 and 1891. His death may have precipitated a move from Oldham, where the family lived 

in 1881, to Salford. Before his death, Nathaniel worked as a mechanic. 





May Cawdery holding her eldest daughter, May, circa 1900 


After they were married, Francis Arthur and May continued to live at 23 West Brownbill Street. Their first 
two children, Alfred (1896-1897) and George (1895-1899) were lost in childhood to either diphtheria or 
scarlet fever. Their surviving children were: 


e May 1898-1955 

e Lilian 1900-1972 

® Arthur Valentine 1905-1964 
6 Joseph Frederick 1907-1963 
e Elsie 1912-1962 

3 John Charles 1914-1972 

& Jack 1918-2001 


Francis Arthur Cawdery died in 1939. His wife, May Hall Cawdery, died in 1948. 





a7 
on 


Fa 
= 


May and Francis Arthur 


ap a a ae” 8 


fe od et a se nial 


aul a 
|) ee 
2 

ea 


: 





Francis Arthur and May Hall Cawdery with their daughters, 
May (standing) and Lilian. circa 1902/3 


Photos: There are more photographs of the Cawdrey clan on Flickr 


Notes 
[1] Teresa gave birth to Mary Georgina Cawdery on 29 December 1876. The birth was registered in 


Dublin on 20th January 1877. 
[2] Maydwell was near the intersection of Camberwell Rd and Albany Road 
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Posted by Woden at 6:29 PM 


Wednesday, December 28, 2016 


Cawdery Ancestors 


The following genealogy represents the hard work of Tanya Baker. A more complete family tree can be 
found on the FamilySearch website. You will need to open an account. The site is completely free of 
charge. 


See: George Cawdery (1834-1898) 
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Sant Bride Feet St Lando a... 


Mary Mapor 
1767-Dacoased = MMRR-Rre 


William Cawihery 


ad4-2 = LA -AGO- 


Maria Dearmnda 
Decdaced = LV NH-OMF 


George Cawibery 
if i-17 14 + LYTe- SH 


Mactagpes 19 June Ii 
Waat iy tombe, Buckdnghemen,,. 


Mary Carts 


2 Francés Cawtiry 


Dbd2- 2703. + LM-OS 


Marriage: Cinta 166 
== Hedogeriey Dean, SE reahaana 


«(Ursa 
a Drceased + LVREE-De 


| i | 73-1670 « LV-AB 


Hartiape: 6 Kowember 1814 
Chaksnt Saint Paher, Beck inghy. 
Leabell Mounke 


Elizabeth Ryding. 
Decassad = LvND-OEM 





Direct son to father line (top to bottom) 


Posted by Woden at 3:50 AM 


